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A NEGLECTED RAILROAD HAS 
BECOME A NEIGHBORHOOD 


NIGHTMARE — AND THE CITY 
HASN'T DONE A THING ABOUT IT 

BY ISAiAH THOMPSON AND ANTHONY CAMPISI 


► /1UE I Fieldwork makes a split decision 

NEWS I Old City bars vs. the throngs + FOOL 1 1 Plucking the Dandelion 
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SPECIAL GUI'S! 

Hlill! JAN SC II 


SAT, APRIL 30 
S UN, MAY I 

AT 8PM 

TOWER TREATER 

PHILADELPHIA 


ON SALE SATURDAY AT 10AM! 


BUY 

TICKETS ^TvennTionxDr^gi 


All tlcketmasler OUTLETS, 1-800-745-3000, IMI BOOST MOBILE BOX OFFICE AT THl TOWER THEATER (MTH t 
LUDLOW. UPPER DARBY. PA • FIRST DAT OF ON SAU 8 DAY OF SHOW ONLY) AND THE LIVE NATION BOX OFFICECII I 
PRESIDENTIAL BIVD, BAU CYNWYD). 
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bluegreen 

at Atlantic Palace '&! 

Better than a hotel 

and right on the Boardwalk 



EARN FREE 

AND 

ELECTRIC 

FOREVER! 

Local energy company looking 
for consultants to offer 
alternative to PECO/PPL. 
Incredible financial opportunity. 

518.577.6187 

Or visit www.arey.energy526.com 
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Where will your path lead you': 


Your path to a bachelor's degree 

Transfer partnerships to start you 
on your path to a four-year college 


Financing your education 

Your path to an affordable education 


• More than 70 degree and 
certificate programs 

• Small class sizes 

• Online courses 


• Excellent student support 
services 

• Championship athletics teams, 
student clubs and organizations 

• Multiple Philadelphia locations 


MAIN CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, March 31, 2011 |6p.m. 

RSVP at openhouse@ccp.edu or 215.751.8388 


APPLY NOW FOR SUMMER 2011 


The Path to Possibilities 


Community 

College 

^Philadelphia 



city 


□ 


thebellcurve 

CP’s Quality-o- Lite -o-Me ter 


i [’2] Bensalem police arrest four people who 
£ used a phone-dating service to lure men 

5 to a hotel and robthem at gunpoint And 

i the victims were sat down and told about 

| the Internet 

f- 4 ] Critics at Gov. Tom Corbetts budget plan say 
1 itwillleadto"trickle-downtaxation"and 
"a budgetary Whac-A-M ole effect" Also: 
“Plinkoappropriations" and “a Showcase 
Showdown of earmarks. " 

mi Comcast launches a national campaign 
almedatSpanish-languageTVvIewersand 
Web users. “No, no es necesario el Xfinito 
ComcastTriple Play Es 201 1 .telfifonos fijos 
son obsoletos." 

[0] Students at Rowan University build a robot 
thatcansolveaRubk'sCube in 15 seconds. 
“Now if only we can getthatti me machine 
up and running, people 20 years ago will 
be so psych ed about our robot" 

[+■]] Damon Feldman is sentenced to two years' 
probation for fixing his Celebrity Boxing 
fights and operating without a license. 
And for, somehow, lowering the bar for 
whoqualifies as a celebrity. 

[+2] J- Whyatt Mondesire, president of the 
J Philly chapter of the NAACP. says the fi ring 

6 Hope Moflett "smacks of royal vengeance. " 

\ And this like little light bulb pops up over 

j Damon Feldman's head. 

jj [-2] Slate Education Secretary RonTomalis says 
the new Keystone high school graduation 
r exams will be delayed because students 

^ are not well enough prepared. “In other 

■ words, ourchildrenaretoodumbtofail." 

t [+2] FrankDiCiccosaysthathe'dbeenthinking 
; aboutrelirementforawhieandthatanlnky 

; editorial cartoon on the DROP program, in 

“ which City Council was depicted as hogs, 

5 wasthelaststraw.Alsohefeedshlscat 

j lasagnanow. 

* [’2] The only City Council persons who are run- 
f J ning for re-election and planning on tak- 
“ ing DROP payments are Frank Rizzo and 

x MarianTasco.Pleasefaxyourpigmasksto 

S 21 5-686-1 938 fiasco) and 21 5-686-1 929 

° (Rizzo). 


t This week's total: -5 I Last week's total: -9 



public safety 

PARTIED OUT 

O ld City weekend nights have become notorious as a gath- 
ering spot for careless drunks whose exploits sometimes 
stray from spirited revelry toward senseless violence. A 
year’ ago, Grub Street Philly ran a story with the headline "On 
Saturday Night, Old City Is Full of Drunks Who Like to Fight,” 
which referenced not merely fistfights but eight gun battles that 
had occurred in the recent past. 

And so it came not exactly as a huge surprise when we received 
a tip last week stating not only that a visibly pregnant woman 
had been shoved through a window at The Continental 
at Second and Market around midnight on a recent Saturday but 
that nopoliceofficers were on hand to arrest the drunken person 
or persons who attacked the woman. 

No one at The Continental would speak to CP on the record 
about the incident. But an employee did confirm that the 
incident occurred and that the greater problem — of increasing 
numbers of violent drunks and too few police officers to deal with 
them — was a very real one. 

Graham Copeland, executive director of Old City 
District a group that collects funds from Old City business 
owners to bring “supplemental services and programs” to the dis- 
trict — was willing to talk a little more freely about the problem. 

He said recent incidents, such as a double shooting outside 
the Blue Martini in late February and a brawl at Strawbeny 
and Market around that same time, have caused Old City 


District to “work with the police to help to create a s afer placa” 
That means OCD is working with the Philadelphia Police 
Department's Sixth District “to pay for additional staffing over 
die weekends." TWo additional off-duty police officers have 
not formally been hired yet, Copeland said, but that's going to 
happen very soon. 

Copeland said in addition to the need for more security over 
the weekend, there's also an informal, nonpublic gathering of 
club operators “who have all gotten together to work to develop a 

nightlife management plan." 

Count us in, bros. 


IRISH EYED 

It appears in the darkest hours 
of the night, a green three-leafed 
mystery: the big shamrock 
painted every year smack-dab 
in the middle of the intersection of Ridge and Midvale in East 
Falls. This year’s arrival time was around 4 a.m.on March 5 — as 
always, just before St. Patrick's Day. 

“It’s connected to the Erin Express' — the famed St. Pat's 
drink-a-thon on wheels — suggested a bartender at nearby 
Buckets who wouldn't give her name. “But actually I didn't 
see any busses of drinkers around here this weekend." 

“It's been done for decades by different Fallsers families," 


Increasing 
numbers 
of violent 
drunks and 
too few 
police 
officers. 


is a green three-leafed mystery ] 


a million stories 

+ CRIMEAND MISDEMEANORS 


+ ELECT ME! 

For our smartphone-using, too-busy-to -catch-up readers, a light- 
ning roundup of the wild races for City Council coming our way: 



man 


Is crime a problem at SugarHouse? 

That’s easier asked than answered. 

When Deputy Mayor Alan Greenberger was questioned about it at 
a recent House Gaming Oversight Committee meeting, he testified 
that police told him "there have been no serious issues at all [at] 
the SugarHouse Casino." Except, he later admitted (after a state 
representative politely reminded him ), a grisly pistol -whipping. 

Police spokesman Lt Ray Evers also told City Paper that com- 
pared to other parts of Philadelphia, there has been “virtually no 
crime" at SugarHouse. 

The stats tell a slightly different story. 

According to data from the Philadelphia Police Department, 
police have reported 42 crimes at the casino since its September 
opening. That includes one reportof a pistol-whipping, seven 
reports of theft (including one stolen car), three reports of 
assault, four reports of vandalism, three reports of DUIs, 1 1 
reports of disorderly conduct, one report of a recovered stolen 
vehicle, two reports of city ordinance violations and eight reports of 
trespassing. In all. police have been called to the casino 147 
times since it opened. 

According to Evers, only 11 of these reported crimes were serious 
— which, he says, isn’t much given that SugarHouse has been open 

But Paul Boni, board member of Stop Predatory Gambling says 
casino-related crime is complex: “The big incidents are fraud and 
embezzlement that occur because people are addicted to 
gambling. ...That doesn’t happen at the facility.” 

— Holly Otterbein 


In the race for the First District, Councilman Frank DiCicco 
is out, saying he hasn't the ol’“fire in my belly" to stomach what 
he says would have had to have been a half-million-dollar cam- 
paign — which itselfis crazy. Still in are Joe Grace (founder of 
whatwouldyoubuywithdidccosdropmoney.com), Jeff Ho mstein, 
Lou Lanni, Mark Squilla (whom DiCicco is now backing) and peren- 
nial candidate Vem An astasio. Squilla, by the way, is also a “genus 
of manta shrimp" — but not this Squilla, as far as we know. 

The Second District race, to replace retiring Council 
President Anna Verna, features Barbara Capozi (who, 
as of press time, has only nine followers on Twitter I. 

Richard DeMarco, Kenyatta Johnson and Damon K Roberts. 
Interestingly. that's two white and two black candidates. 
But who’s counting. 

District Six — that occupied by retiring Joan Krajewski — is 
heating up, with Martin Bednarek (Krujewski’s chosen successor) 
and Bob Henon, a union-backed candidate. 

And just about everybody in Philadelphia appears to be 
running for the seat now occupied by retiring Eighth District 
Counciwoman Donna Reed Miller. Officially so far: Cindy 
Bass, Anita Hamilton, Greg Paulmier and Verna Tyner. 

The race for councilperson at-large is just too damned 
crazy to detail. But the exciting part is this: Councilman Frank 
Rizzo has lost the backing of his own Repubican Party. 

Last, longtime Counrilwoman Jannie Blackwell does face one 
challenge, from Cobbs Creek entrepreneur Alicia Burbage. Her 
motto: “Taste the energy." 

—Isaiah Thompson and Tanya Hull 



A RISING TIDE 

IT'S been A week of co ntemplation for Man 
Overboard! Among the themes of my pondering: 
Mayor Michael Nutter and the state of the great 
city of Philadelphia. On Thursday, the mayor deliv- 
ered his annual budget address acknowledging 
(vaguely) past errors and summing up (much less 
vaguely) the progress his administration hasmade 
in the last 3-1/2 years despite, he reminded us (and 
not vaguely at all), a terrible, crippling economy. 

Among the achievements he boasted of were 
many notable ones: the development of a master 
plan for the city and its waterfront, the streamlining 
ot basic city sendees with 31 1 and improvements 
to L&l, the fact that our libraries and pools and the 
police force were maintained. Theworstisover, 
Nutter told the audience, and “We need to get used 
to the fact that Philadelphia is a city on the rise." 
Overcome with admiration for this fair city, Man 
Overboard! waveda mentalPhilly flag.the phrase 
ringing in his ears: “A city on the rise, " indeed ! 

But also ringing in my ears this week are the 
words of Theresa Lugo, a resident of the cursed 300 
block of Tusculum Street which — as you’ll see 
in this weeks cover story — directly facesa long- 
neglected railway bed that’s a veritable cauldron of 
crimeand drug- relatedmayhem. and about which 
city officials (and the railroad’s owner, the federal 
entity Conrail) have so far done approximately 
squat. "We're |ust left here, forgotten." Lugo said, 
her youngest daughter listening intently by herside 
(her kids were held up at gunpoint by the tracks). 

I thinkthe mayor's right Philadelphia isacity on 
the rise. Just notfor everybody. Murders are down 
— but not in Kensington .A Idle homework revealed 
to your MO! that homicides have stayed roughly the 
same orgoneup in the three police districtsaround 
that railroad. In two districts, they’re roughly double 
what they were this time of year in 2008. The open- 
air drug markets that once s urprised a new-to-town 
Man Overboard! seem, three years (or nearly one 
mayoralterm) later, something like normal. 

It wasn’t until the “Kensington Strangler" made 
national headlines, say Kensington neighborhood 
groups, that virtually any attention had been given 
their neighborhood. During thatscare. Nutter and 
Police Chief Ramsey journeyed to K-town for the 
cameras. I wonder if we ll see them standing on 
any railroad beds this week. 

A rising tide, It’s said, lifts all boats. Philly may 
Indeed be on the rise, but some al its neighborhoods 
are drowning. 

| * Isaiah Thompson is a veritable cauldron himself. 

\ E-mallhlmatlsalah.thompson@cltypaper.net 
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SendresponsestoHR@mspromotions.com 
Responses must include resume, references 
and comp card/recent photo. 


POSITION REQUIREMENTS: 

•20-25 hours of availability over 
3-5 days/evenings per week. 


• Prior Face-to-face Promotional 
Experience preferred 

* MUST be at least 21 years old 


• Free Parking 

• Great after a workout 

• Facial Beauty 


m/or Credit Cards Accepted 


Are You Concerned About an Adolescent Who Is 
Using Drugs or Drinking? 


1 The Parents' Translational Research Center of the Treatment Research 
Institute, in association with the National Institutes of Health, is 
conducting a research study which offers a weekly training program (up 
to 18 free sessions) for family members who have an adolescent who is 
using drugs or drinking too much. 

' If eligible for this study, you will be asked to attend up to 18 free weekly 
training sessions designed to help you make positive changes In your 
life and to improve the quality of the relationship between you and your 


• In addition, you will be compensated for completing research-related 
questionnaires. 


For details, please call the Family Training Program: 
1.877. iworry2 or 877.496.7792 
Or visit our website at: 


Let us help you live your best life. 




individuals, couples and families 

Please visit our website for free articles and full 
descriptions of our services and programs. 


www.CouncilForRelationships.org | 215.382.6680 

COUNCIL counseling, coaching and classes for 


MUSICAL CHEERS 

For our Music Issue package (March 3). the most love was 
shown lor John Vettese's profile of Curly Castro. "Dope! 
Absolutely dope," wrote cityp aper.net commenterSupatang. 
“The more you feature artists like this i n our city, I think the 
more respect hip-hop will have in this city. Rapping isntjust 
about talking about yourself and what all you have, but it's 
about allowing the audience to hear and experience something 
real, raw and challenging al I at the same time . This particular 
artist deserves this, and I hope people jump on the groove 
and pick this album up.' CommenterAlaina Nelson was more 
succinct: “Thanks for recognizing such a true talent and 
insightful MC. This album is a must listen for all." 

The Music Issue featured local hero Kurt Vile's sideward 
glance (or the cover photo, with Pat Rapa's words garnering 
praisefromPhawker.com:TmdrawnmosttoRapa’scover 
treatment of Vile which manages to reveal newthings about 
asubjectwho’s been covered extensively in recentyears. It's 
equal parts sound and substance — first time he's i ncluded 
lyrics with his album? It s wonderful that Rapa observed and 
included that — and I dig it absolutely. " 

THE CHIPS FALL 

Isaiah Thompson's recent Man Overboard! column about 
the semantics of the gambling debate {“ Publ Ic Speaking," 
March 3) received accolades from one online commenter 
based in avery distant land: "We are watching with close 
interestfromAustralia. We share the samecasino gambling 
industry, where the same old answers are dished up by casino 
gambling businesses, to fob off increasingly disturbing ques- 
tions. When will the gambling industry wake up to the fact that 
‘the game is(almost) up ? Too many citizens have witnessed 
too many marriage break-ups, too many divorces, too many 


3d, too many businesses closed 
and too many people who have committed suicide! The list 
goes on!” Theconcemed citizen from Down Under suggests: 
“Time to license casino gamblers. I ike weekend fishermen 
have to be!" It never occurred to us before, but maybe all of 
us should model our behavioron weekend fishermen. 

ONE WORD: CHICKPEAS! 

Adam Erace’s positive review of West Philly restaurant 
Manakeesh ("Not Just (Lebanese) Pizza," March 3) was 
seconded byanenthusiastic onlinecommenterwith a rather 
specific criterion: "Killer review! Anything chickpea related 
makes me happy, and I have to try the cashew baklava!" 

GOOD DAY, BAD DAY 

Several people chimed in on Holly Otterbein’s story about 
a potential day reporting center in Southwest Philly (“Go 
Directly to Jail," Feb. 17). Otterbein described the center 
as providing “pretrial defendants, parolees and nonviolent 
offenders — especiallydrog users —with job training, men- 
tal health care and sometimes housing, instead of sending 
them to jail." In the online feedback, the first commenter 
struck a measured note: "Congratulations to the city for some 
forward thinking regarding treatment/rehabilitation versus 
punishment. However, the neighborhood issues need to be 
addressed. It can be a hard sell . Does the facil ity have to be so 
big? Four hundred beds? I can understand the community’s 
opposition to such a large operation . Something that size can 
be riddled with oversight issues." 


But shortly thereafterwe received this from 
commenterWalter:"lf you think itissucha 
great idea,put it in ManayunkorChestnut 
Hill." Anotherone notes: “I feel like the 
title of the article is misleading. It seems 
as though the community is against having 
the day reporting center in their residential 
area, not that they re against day reporting 
centeisin general or in Philadelphia even. 
Whether the area is mostly barren or not 
has a lot to do with poverty, and there still 
are people living there, and there is a day 
carecenter.Undesirable insdtudons/infra- 
structure/businessesare routinely putin 
neighborhoods that are mostly poor and/or 
people of color, knowing that these people 
don't have the money to fight back with 
lawyers, et. I do sincerely hope that the city 
wi 1 1 get d ay reporting centers. Itjust seems 
to me that there's enough dead space in 
Philly that it shouldn't be too hard to find 
a location to put it where people aren't 
already living.* 

THE BEST-DaAYED PLANS 
And lastly, a little random love from a Mr. 
Dave Slver who Ives in Soulh Jersey: " Dear 
City Paper. For business. I was recently in 

The more you 
feature art- 
ists like Curly 
Castro in our 
city, the more 
respect hip- 
hop will have. 

the Phiadelphia airport where my flight was 
delayed. I happened to find a copy of the 
Philadelphia City Paper anl had to send in 
a note.Ybur paperwasa breath of fresh air, 
and I enjoyed it while waiting for my flight 
Not only did I like Die articles and how they 
were written . but it was nice to see some of 
I really enjoy edTom 
' Thank 


us at 2 15- 599- 0634, e-mail edibxiamcity- 
paper.nelorconwentonllnealcllypaper.net 
Submissens may be edited brclaiityandspace. 
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♦ Public Safety 

«< continu ed from page 6 

What’s required is 
green road paint, a 
few borrowed PGW 
barriers, a couple of 
willing cohorts and 
someone to hold a 
flashlight. 

explained William Ross, a local businessman and 
font of East Falls lore. But why that particular 
intersection? And by whom? 

“I'll ask the guy who paints the shamrock 
and let you know whether he wants to com- 
municate with you," is what Ross cryptically 
offered. 

“I’ve been doing it for 52 years!” a not-remote- 
ly-cryptic Tom Doyle enthusiastically boasted 
on Tuesday. The first shamrock was the work of 
a group of boys, Doyle at the time being a mere 
14 years old and now the only surviving mem- 
ber. “It was all Irish below the tracks back then," 
he said. “At that time you could go through the 
neighborhood block by block, this block is Irish, 
this one Italian." 

What’s required for the success of the late-win- 
ter ritual is green road paint, a few borrowed 
PGW barriers, a couple of willing cohorts and 
someone — perhaps Doyle's daughter — to hold a 


flashlight 

And watching over the pro- 
cess is the hulking, red fiber- 
glass chile pepper that adorns 
Johnny Mafiana's, the Tex-Mex 
restaurant on the corner of 
that intersection. Legend has 
it that a few years back, as 
Cinco de Mayo approached, a 
few employees from Manana’s 
painted a Mexican flag over the 
shamrock. “Shortly thereafter," 
according to Ross, “someone 
walked into Manana’s, 
ordered a shot and asked 
for the manager. When the 
manager came out, he punched 
the manager in the jaw for cov- 
ering over the shamrock. Since 
then there've been no more 
Cinco de Mayo stunts." 

How does Ross know this real- 
ly happened? The guy “told 
me the story himself," said 
Ross, “and I believe him that 
he did it.” But “you probably 
shouldn’t use his name." 


I 4UTHOOIZED . 

Get real tax-saving ideas 

\ PHOVIDER \rYt_Y_ Y/ 

TV, from a real person! 

— C-it w / 1 

See Bill Holtzman! 

Cgplr 

H Holtzman Tax Service 

JF 2001 Fairmount Ave. 


215-235-0200 


www.holtzmantax.net •open from 8:30 am 


AMERICA- ITALY SOCIETY 
OF PHILADELPHIA 



( A PERFECT GIFT! SPRING 20JL 1 ITALIAN CLASSES 

LA DOLCE VITA con Maria Rosaria. Conversations about the good life in Italy, without forgetting food 
and wines. In Italian. On Wednesdays, S-.30-7 :00pm. SIS at the door RSVP at 21 S 735 32S0 

INTENSIVE WEEK. Learn Italian In the Evening : Beginner and Intermediate levels 
March 2 1 - March 2S; Monday to I riday, 5:30-3:30 p.mS2S0. Also on demand. 

GRAMMAR WORKSHOPS Would you like to read Italian literature 7 We'll offer 2 hrs of grammar 
on specific topics. On selected Mondays March 21, April IS. May 16 SSO 

CHILDREN'S CLASSES March 30th -/une 1st; on Wednesdays from 4:30-S:30p.m 
S200. 10% oir 2nd child. 

ALSO : Free Classical Music Concerts (March 9 and April 6 at the Beth Zion Temple, I Sth&Spruce, 
Philadelphia at S.OOpm), free Italian Movies iMamma Mia che Ironial), Lectures, and Fun' 


1420 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 310 


215-735-3250 1NFQ@AISPHILA.ORG WWW.AISPHILA.ORG 



Lights 

Grace and 
Ancient Beauty 


Kashu-juku 
Noh Theater 

In Association with bowerbird 

Peretman Theater 


Celebrate the Chany Blossom 
Festival at the Kanrrei Center 
for the Performing Arts and be 
transported back in time with 
the ancient Japanese art form 
of Noh Theater. 


Program: 

MAI-BAYASHI 

KYOGEN 

NOH 


Center kimmelcenter.org 215.893.1999 

for the 
perfomrng 
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Save 20% now 


Don’t break 
the bank 

12l 

QBftESn 

W< K-l 

/.ess fhort s 29 a month! 

ONJ1 YEAR 




Offer Ends 3.31.1 1 
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12TH STR E E T MAKES IT EAS Y 

2 8. 3 Payment Plans available 


All the things you want in your gym. 
Just way cheaper. 


MONTHLY MEMBERSHIPS FROM $39 


204 South 12th Street • Philadelphia, PA 19107 • 215.985.4092 
I2itreetgym.com * Discounted parking nearby 

Small one time tfart-up lee lor new memberships Advertised price is tor new. paid-in-full 


Buy 1 Get 150% OFF 

Buy 3 Months of Unlimited Tanning for $69 
& Get 3 More Months for 50% OFF 

1 1 Always Lower oHl tL 

vj l JL Than Hollywood Tans! 

A Wtu, ut-u. 202 Sou,h 12Ul S,reel ’ PA 1M07 

216.735.8786 • sole lltann I n B »« rvicm.com 







TH E BODY TELLS TH E STORY 


PENNSYLVANIA BALLET 

ROY KAISER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 2010-201 1 SEASON 




Swan lake 

MARCH 3-12 

Academy of Music 

ONLY TWO MORE 
PERFORMANCES LEFT. 

Hurry! Seats are extremely limited. 

Pracnlmg Sjnirwn ALGER 

paballet.org | 215.893.1999 




jikMEs oh 

Shots/Drinks 


South 2nd 


611 South 3rd 


South St 


512 South St 


Celebrate St. Patrick's Day Early in Head House Square! 


go p<j 

Siitunirtii filar: £1 


gj Jefferson, 


Healthy Volunteers 
Needed for Light Study 


The Light Research Laboratory at Thomas leffcrson University is looking 
for healthy men, ages 3 1-53, able to maintain stable 8-hour sleep schedules 
and to spend 3 days in our lab studying the effects of light on the body. 
Must also be under 6-feet tall. 


To see if you qualify and obtain more information, 
contact Melissa at tju.alertness@gmail.com. 


THOMAS IF.FFERSON UNIVERSITY 

2010/11 

SEASON ANNENBERG CENTER 

for the performing arts 



ELLA 

THE MUSICAL 
MAR 22-27 


ALTAN 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

SAT MAR 19 8 PM 


TICKETS START AT $20! 

215.898.3900 AnnenbergCenter.org M 







♦ this story, a partnership be- 
tween City Paper and Planphlly 
com.lsthetlrstotaserles— 'the 
Abandoned City'— about va- 
cant and abandoned city land, 
funded In part by a grant 
trom J-Lob: The inslituetor 
Interactive Journalism 



A NEGLECTED RAILROAD HAS 
BECOME A NEIGHBORHOOD 
NIGHTMARE — AND THE CITY 
HASN'T DONE A THING ABOUT IT. 

BY ISAIAH THOMPSON AND ANTHONY CAMPISI 


O fthe many, many terrible things 
that have happened to Theresa 
Lugo in front ofher house, get- 
ting stuck in the foot with a used 
syringe is not, if you can believe it, 
the worst — although that was bad. 
She was loading the kids into the car for a trip to the 
beach, and had put on flip-flops: “The needle went right 
through my heel," she recalls. Lugo now makes regular 
visits to a doctor for tests. So far, they’ve come back 
negative. "I never touched a drug in my life," she muses, 
“and now I have to deal with this.” 

That’s not all she and the other residents ofthe 300 
block of Tusculum in Kensington have had to deal with 
— not by a long shot. In an already-rough area ( the 
drug-ridden neighborhood is, among otherthings, the 
murder capital of the city), their block, a small row of 
tidy, owner-occupied houses, stands out. 


Drug dealers, junkies and prostitutes roam the street 
at all hours. Ambulances arrive daily, if not more often, 
to retrieve the living or dead bodies of people who have 
overdosed. The sounds of beatings — and, sometimes, 
pleas for help — wake residents up at night. 

The people on the block can point to a single, unique 
source of their misery: an old, mostly defunct railroad 
bed that passes their houses just below street level 
— just, th at is, out of sight, winding its way through the 
roughest neighborhoods in the city like a kind of dry 
driver of drugs, prostitution, violence, murder and crime. 

Their little street happens to be a major access point, 
and the access couldn’t be easier: The only barrier 
between this wild swath and their front porches is an 
ancient, crumbling iron fence, wide open or just plain 
missing in several spots on their block alone. 

“When you see the line of people going in there, if s 
ridiculous,” says Lugo. 


And so the residents’ lives revolve largely around protecting 
themselves and their children from the constant danger lurking 
outside. Luis Vera , a retired city worker, occasionally has to call 
ambulances for the people he sees overdose outside his window. 
“You see them walking, then they just fall over," he remarks. 

The Rev. Bruce A. Lewandowski, pastor ofthe nearby Visita- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, recalls once when four 
bodies were retrieved from the tracks in a single week. He had to 
cancel last year’s Good Friday procession when his parishioners 
witnessed, en route, an attempted rape by the trades. 

Nor is the crime limited to drug use and prostitution. “There’s 
always people running from the cops in there," affirms Lugo. 
Not long ago — and this, probably, is the worst thing thatishap- 
pened — herteenage daughter, son and nephew were held up 
at gunpoint, just down the block from her house, right in front 
ofthe tracks. 

"We really are just left here, forgotten," is how Lugo sums up 
the situation, as she sits in her Hvingroom surrounded by her 
husband .children, mother-in-law and neighbor, all of the block. 
Thafs what it feels like." 

This, indeed, is a story of abandonment: the catastrophic aban- 
donment of Philadelphia by industry; the gradual (and still- 
partial ) abandonment of a once-busy railroad by its owners; and, 
according to residents and community groups, the abandonment 
by the city of its own people when they need the city most 

tarting from the Delaware River in Port 
Richmond, the tracks — or rather, the track, 
now a single active railroad track flanked by 
a stretch of land a city block wide — meander 
west right above Lehigh Avenue. Climb up, and 
you enter another world. Apart from the one-rail 





track still in use, the land has gone completely wild. It 
is surprisingly beautiful but deceptively dangerous: Up 
there, you’re on your own. 

As the track approaches the Market-Frankford Line, 
it descends from above the street to just below it — an 
area referred to as “the cut" — and things change dras- 
tically. Trash is everywhere : heaps of tires, discarded 
mattresses, used hypodermic syringes. Beneath under- 
passes are signs of habitation, or something like it. And 
here and there, off to the side, but not exactly hiding, are 
drug users, injecting themselves with heroin . 

It wasn't always like this. The vast swath of land, the 
“Richmond Branch," as it was first dubbed, is a kind 
of giant monument to the rise and fall of Kensington 


itself as the country’s industrial heartland. The now- 
defunct Reading Railroad constructed the branch in 
the 1840s to service the factories and docks that were 
sprouting up along the Delaware. At its peak, the 100- 
foot-wide viaduct handled more than 40 freight trains 
a day on 11 tracks. 

But during the long collapse ofPhiladelphia’s manu- 
facturing might in the 20th century, traffic on the viaduct 
began a terminal decline. By 1976, when Conrad, the 
current owner of tile railroad, was created by the federal 
government after a series of railroad bankruptcies, only 
a few trains a day were still in operation, mostly bringing 
coal and grain to the port. By the early '80s, even those 
shipments had ended. 


THE RAILROAD 
HAS BECOME A 
DE FACTO CRIMI- 
NAL HIGHWAY. 


Today, only five or six customers in and around the Tioga 
Marine Terminal, in Port Richmond, use the single remaining 
track. The others have been tom up, leaving the vast majority 
of the land unused and unmaintained. 

It’s a stoiy by no means uncommon in Philadelphia, where 
innumerable once-thriving industrial sites now sit vacant 
and abandoned, blighting the neighborhoods they once nur- 
tured. The Richmond Line is just one more piece of blighted 
private property. 

What makes it special, though, is its unique propensity to 
attract crime. 

The trades happen to descend to street level just a block 
from the El and the open-airdrug market that exists beneath 
it “They buy the drugs on Kensington, and then they come 
here to get high,” explains one resident of the 300 block of 
Tusculum, probably the single nearest entrance to the tracks 

The railroad, police say, has also become a de facto criminal 
highway. “Burglars use it to hide, suspects use it to hide," 
says 26th Police District Capt. Michael Cram, whose district 
encompasses Port Ri dim ond .“They use it as an entry point to 
the residential neighborhoods.” At night, residents say, police 
helicopters fly overhead. 

For those residents and various neighborhood groups, the tracks 
aren't just some abstract crime problem. They’re an outrage. 

“In tire winter, when my kids get exdted about the snow, I 
can’t let them go outside because of all the needles,” says Luz 
Wolmart, who also lives on the 300 block of Tusculum. “In the 
summer, it's crazy!" 

"I was thinking the other day, my children don't have a 
childhood where they can go outside and ride their bikes and 
play. Because we live in this fear,” says Lugo, who lives a few 
doors down. “We get up and every day go to work, come home, 
take care of our families. . . . There are a lot of good people here 
that are just left, forgotten." 

“Theresa’s absolutely right: Nobody does care,” says a blunt- 
spoken Father Lewan dowski of Visitation BVM, Lugo’s church, 
rightonthe other side of the tracks.“We'renotevenabKpon 
the screen.” 

Lugo, her neighbors, her pastor and a slew of other neighbor- 
hood activists have complained about the tracks to everyone 
they can think of: City Council, the police, Conrail, their con- 
gressman — all, Lugo says, to no avail. 

“Conrail says ... talk to the city,” Lugo says. “The city says, 
What am I talking about, I have to talk to Conrail.' ... The 
cops say, ‘Don’t worry about it, it's under control' — but I live 
here! You get to go home, but this is in front of my house.” 

"We even went to the congressman" — Congressman Bob 




f Brady — “and they suggested for us to do nothing. 

- Nothing. . . . They all say whatever, let them deal with it." 
Indeed, ask any ofthe officials you might expect to 
take charge of the problem, and the fingers quickly start 

1 pointing the other way. 

2 Karen Warrington, Rep. Brady’s spokeswoman, says 
s no one in the congressman's office has heard anything 
5 about the viaduct, despite the fact thatLugo and neigh- 
j. borhood groups insist they contacted Brady’s office 

5 about the issue. 

| The Federal Railroad Administration, which regulates 

5 railroads, says it doesn't have any powers over “quality- 
° of-Hfe” issues, according to spokesman Rob Kulat. 
j Police officials, while acknowledging the problem, say 


their resources are stretched to the max in the neighbor- 
hoods affected. “We arrest hundreds of criminals” on or 
near the tracks, says 25th District Mice Capt Frank 
Vanore. “That property is really [Conrail] property. We 
really need them to be on board cleaning thatup.” 

Asked whether the police could simply provide a heavy, 
permanent presence by the tracks — something like the 
South Street police detail — 24th District Mlice Capt. 
Thomas Davidson paused before answering: “I hadn't 
thought of that Its an idea." 

The District Attorney’s Office doesn’t target any spe- 
cific area to crack down on drug use and distribution, 
according to spokeswoman Tasha Jamerson. 

The Department of Licenses and Inspections, nor- 


"YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY 
SAY? POLICE 
YOURSELVES. 


mally charged with taking absentee landlords to task, 
says it has no authority over railroads. That’s die Streets 
Department’s job, says spokeswoman Maura Kennedy. 

The Streets Department forwarded questions to the 
Managing Director’s Office. 

A week after City Paper made its first call to the city on 
this issue, Deputy Managing Director Bridget Collins- 
Green wald was unable to provide any solid information 
about the viaduct, though she did suggest that the city 
could probably cite Conrail for violations of the city’s 
property maintenance code and take it to court if it didn't 
comply. But she had no knowledge about any previous or 
planned enforcement actions by the city — and wouldn’t 
by our deadline, a day later. 

“Absolute baloney,” says Laura Semmelroth of the 
New Kensington Community Development Corporation 
(NKCDC), when CP describes die city’s response thus far 
“The city has a lot of damned nerve,” she adds. 

If it’s hard to imagine a similarly lackluster response in, 
say, Rittenhouse Square, if s probably worth nothing that 
Kensington is one of the most politically and administra- 
tively gerrymandered neighborhoods in the city — meaning 
it's hard to get attention. 

“We sit on the edge of three different police districts, we’re 
divided by two City Council districts. It’s a recipe for failure," 
sums up Father Le wandowski. “From the city’s perspective, 
from the police perspective, you know what diey say? ‘Mlioe 
yourselves.’ Whatever the issue, the ir answer is ‘Fix it your- 
self. Mice yourself Govern yourself ... You can’t even call it 
benign neglect." 


here’s one party whose responsibility, you’d think, 
is clear die railroad’s owners, Conrail. 

Last week, a coalition of community groups in 


T particular support from the city, for a long-antic 
i pa ted meeting with Conrail executives. 

The mood was cordial — hopeful, even — but with an 
undercurrent of desperation . Staff members ofVisitation 
BVM had spent the day prior out on the tracks taking pic- 
tures — for about two minutes, that is, until Sister Karen 
Owens and Mary Brown of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s 
Office of Community Development were spotted and had to 
flee from a group of men through a hole in the fencing. Their 
photographs — showing mounds of trash, piles of needles 
and many, many openings in the railroad's mouldering iron 
fence — m ade for a poignant backdrop as they and the other 
groups sat, finally, face to face with Conrail. 
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= The railroad company, emphasized Conrail’s Thomas 

< Bilson./arsmadeefforts to clean upthe area. Sometime 
ago, the company removed 82 abandoned cars from the 
tracks. They tried putting up cyclone fence, he said, only 
E to find it gone a week later. "My saying is that fences are 

2 for honest people," he said. 

it Conrail doesn’t Uke the situation any more than any- 

J one else, added Conrail lawyer Jonath an Broder, point- 
ing out that the company has to hire extra security to 
o accompany its workers. 

3 But the executives seemed reluctant to admit respon- 
5 sibility for the problem, blaming the state of the neigh- 
o borhood instead lor the condition of their property: “The 
j neighborhood has changed, unfortunately,” said Broder. 


Community leaders saw things somewhat differently. 

“When you look at the photographs,” broached Brother 
Joe Dudek, development manager for the Archdiocese's 
Community Development Office, “you see fences are 
down and haven't been attended to." 

Indeed, it didn’t take CPmuch time to see that the iron 
fences separating the tracks from the street in that area 
are extremely old and, in many places, functionally use- 
less — a point which Broder himself acknowledged later, 
over the phone: “That's fencing probably put up by the 
Reading Railroad 50 years ago." 

And why, in 50 years, hasn’tit been replaced? 

“Fencing tends to be a situation that over time doesn't 
work very well,"he says. 


"YOU SEE FENCES 
ARE DOWN AND 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
ATTENDED TO." 


Conrail doesn't currently have a single security camera 
mounted on the viaduct. Asked whether the company has 
its own police force, Broder says it uses rail police, and that 
“they’ve issued warnings and ejections to numerous trespass- 
ers” bu t th at “the scope of die problem is so large and so con- 
stant it’s veiy hard to stop a hundred percent" 

It's questionable how active that force is: CP saw no evidence 
of law enforcement of any kind while on the tracks. Brother 
Dudek recently walked the entire length of the passage: “We 
were up there for hours, and I said, “Well, I'll stay up here 
until the police run me off’ I fully expected that would happen! 
But, of course, it didn’t” 

What these groups want most is for Conrail to commit to clean- 
ing and re-fencing die tracks, at least the most crime-ridden 
parts of them. In return, they'll take responsibility for recruiting 
volunteers and/or paid staffto help maintain the area outside 
the fencing and to make sure the fences stay dosed. 

Under the recently de-fimded Community LandCare pro- 
gram, pointed outWillie Gonzalez of the Hispanic Association 
of Contractors & Enterprises, “We went out and deaned lots, 
and maintained them for three years. We have the experience, 
we have the people." 

These groups are (very) cautiously optimistic that they can 
work something out with Conrail. Some even have bigger plans 
— NKCDC executive director Sandy Salzman wants to see the 
vast, wild expanse next to the one working rail track become a 
rails-to-trails park, along the lines of the High Line park in New 
York City. It is, as she pointsout, “really beautiful up there."The 
rity's Commerce Department wants to see the railroad take on 
a larger role in developing new industiy along the Delaware 
waterfront, as called for in the city's new master plan, the 
Commerce Department’s Jon Edelstein said at the meeting. 

If the railroad isn’t cooperative, it’s not clear what, if any- 
thing, the rity will be willing to do about it First and Seventh 
District Coundlmembers Frank DiCicco and Maria Quinones- 
Sanchez did send envoys to the meeting, but neither spoke to 
CP for this story. For all of the Nutter administration's big- 
ticket plans — Greenworks, the waterfront, the city master 
plan — the nightmare railroad bed is a striking reminder of 
how much of this dty has been left behind: by industry, by 
the bureaucracy, by the media (local groups are hoping to 
capitalize on all the attention surrounding the Kensington 
Strangler). It’s a reminder of all the progress the dty isn't 
making in redaiming itself 

Without political support — and the will of city officials 
— all these residents can do right now is ask. So far, they’re 
still asking nicely. 

( isaiah . thompson@citypaper.net, 
campisi.anthony@gmail.com) 
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| everything’s COMiNGUProses and meat- 

- balls now that the Philadelphia International 
1 Rower Show s swinging and National Meatball 
" Day ishere. Somewhere betweenthe beef and the 
€ begonias is Brarley Cooper, the soon-to-be-ubiq- 

uitous star of the Philly-filmed — are they done? 
Are they sure? — Limitless whichwecaughtwith 
Cooper at The Rave on Sunday. (And it's great.) 
The only thing more drawn out than this PR cam- 
paign ray b e the tfama of the Cabett budget c uts. 
Cool. > " It's amazing: An old bookstore's become 
one of the preferred places for jazz musicians to 
play andone of the best rooms to really listen to 
the music — an intimate spxe without boundary 
between the performers and the audience," said 
Matthew “Feldie” Feldman, when asked how 
his Lucky Old Souls nights at Moonstone got so 
popular. Popular enough that the once-a-month 
Friday series celebrates its second anniversary 
Marchll withadrummer summit featuringAnwar 
Marshall (Bootsie Barnes) and Gregg Marvine 
(West Philadelphia Orchestra). “ I'm thrilled to say 
last month's show was our best turnout yet" Dig. 
But what's up with thatantidpated LOS outpostat 
1324 Mifflin that's beenheldupsince October of 
'09?“ln January 201 1 . PLCB finally approved the 
liquor-license transfer, butnowone person— yes, 
one — hasdedded to appeal their decision in the 
Court of Common Pleas," says Feldman. Whilethis 
getsresolved.Feldman'slooking intoother ways to 
bring jazz to South Phllly, including the possibility 
of outdoor events In the spring. > Tal king about 
S munching meal swingeis of Atlantic City:The old 
i Club TruStudlo Six disco spare just got taken over 
j by Tom Sherwood Sr His Diving Horse Cabaret 
J andSteakhousesoft-opensinMarch.TheHorse 
5 liodsaLuxxLoungemghtclub hotel (DivingHorse 
■ Inn) and a series of private areas to serve the pro- 
= gressive sexed-up "swinger” audience. Theyhave 
ajobfairgoingnow.Sherwood'sareal pistol — a 
Z sex industry vet — andtheHorsemaybecomethe 
= biggest sex club on the East Coast Stay tuned. > 
* Gentlemen, if you hit Faatimah Gamble's annual 
Wellness Breakfast for Men Only at Universal 
= Institute Charter School March 1 3 (free health 
= screens for blood pressure and HIV/AIDS) look for 

- her husband Kenny The Sound of Philadelphia 
i co-boss(withLeonHuff)justsignedwithWilliam 
5 Morris’ Endeavor Agency G&H never hadagents 
£ — thatsold school >Speakingot oldsc hod boss- 
| es-with-hot-sauces: Jerry Blavat can be heard 
i snapping n' rapping all over David Uosikkinen s 
1 songsinthepocket .com download of the Dovells 
u classic "YbuCan'tSitDown”withseveral Hooters 
« andTommy Comvell >• More iceon the new-look 
x CritMass, citypaper.net/cribcalmass. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 


THE LONE GUNMEN: 


Lehman, Tyshawn Sorey 
and Vijay Iyer — wilplay 
together before going 

at Christ Church Neigh- 



ijaz a) 

PARTING COMPANY 

Modem jazz collective Fieldwork gets together 
and goes to pieces this weekend, 

By Shaun Brady 

U ntilnow, Ars NovaWorkshopVComposer Portraits” series 
has consisted of concerts by a variety of ensembles focusing 
on music penned by a single artist. The latest installment 
flips the equation around, however, to create a group portrait of 
the collective trio Fieldwork. Over the course of three concerts, 
the members of Fieldwork — pianist Vijay Iyer, alto saxophonist 
Steve Lehman and drum mer Tyshawn Sorey, each one of the most 
innovative voices in modern jazz — will present their music as a 
group and split apart to present solo chamber pieces. 

“It's a chance to see how each of our ideas and perspectives on 
music sounds and feels outside of the context of Fieldwork,” says 
Lehman, “and ideally that will throw into relief what’s unique and 
distinctive about Fieldwork when the three of us come together 
versus what happens when we’re workingon our own music in isola- 
tion. It will be an example of how we bring our own personal preoc- 
cupations with music into this collective collaborative context.” 

The series starts with Sorey’s epic “For Kathy Change," a 3-1/2- 
hour piece for a five-piece ensemble dedicated to the titular Chinesc- 
American performance artist and political activist who killed her- 
self in an actof self-immolation on the UPenn campus in 1996. 

“She was a lover of freedom in the highest order th at anyone could 


possibly imagine," Sorey says of Change. “She stood for what she 
believed in, which is what I’m about through my music. I don't think 
music is separate from world issues. I feel that all of my music mani- 
fests this line ofthinking about world peace and sharing life experi- 
ence together in a very positive and healthy environment.” 

While Sorey makes his politics explicit through his solo piece, the 
collective musicof Fieldwork is much more recognizable through 
its intellectual abstraction, the collaboration of three of the music’s 
most advanced conceptua lists and technical experimentalists. 
Asked about the process of composing all three mention the 
phrase “skeletal material,” 
explaining that pieces by each 
of them are transformed and 
rearranged by the collective. 

“Usually we focus on the 
structural materials of a given 
composition, whoever wrote 
it,” Iyer says. “Invariably this 
involves cycling some tiny, dif- 
ficult portion of it for maybe an hour at a time in order to figure out 
how to do it correctly. Usually in the course ofthathour focusing on, 
soy, a single measure of music, we start messing with it ’worrying’ 
or expanding it, and finding some related sonic territories. Over 
time this helps us discover interpretive and improvisational pos- 
sibilities with the notated material.” 

Iyer formed Fieldwork with saxophonist Aaron Stewart and drum- 
mcrElIiot Kavee, with whom he recorded the trio’s 2002 debut, 
Your Life Flashes. Lehman was in place for the 2003 follow-up, 


The series 
starts with 
Sorey’s 3- 
1/2-hour epic 
“For Kathy 
Change.” 


happier, hornier and more hopeful 


I dlscoscope 

► rock/ pop/stipe 
You'll forgive R.E.M. iftheir past few 
releases sounded anesthetized, neutered 
or reactionary: the 2000s were that kind 
of decade. Collapse Into Now (Warner 
Bros.) comes off as happier, hornier and 
more hopeful than they’ve been since the 
Clinton era; the mood and tempo vary 
more, but die high quality is consistent th 
“Discoverer’’ and "Mine Smell Like Honey" are calls for celebra- 
tion; slower songs like "Uberlin" and “Walk It Back" are bruised but 
determined.The whole thing builds to the closer, “Blue,” which uses 
some classic R.E.M. moves — majestic feedback, stream-of-con- 
scious narrative, a benediction from Patti Smith — to vault into a 
triumphantrepriseof“Discoverer.”Righton. — M.J. Fine 


► rock/canadian 
The Rural Alberta Advantage's new beat-up-but-beautilul 
Departing (Saddle Creek), won't stop all the pesky comparisons; 
you'll still hear Arcade Fiery embellishments, Neutral Milky lyri- 
cal stream-crossing and Nils Edenloff s startlingly Billy Corganic 
voice. Doesn’t matter. 

— Patrick Rapa 


► rock/pop/cd release 

Viewfinder (N ine Mile), Rebecca Pronsky s thin! full-length, gets 
off to a strong start with “Hard Times”; its galloping pace, brooding 
pedal steel and firm vocals set the tone for the darkness to come. But 
the disc’s first peak comes just a song later, with “Day of the Dead":“I 
used to live alone but then I had a child/ A parasite of bone that put 
me up on triaL”By the time she reaches (he album's other side, she’s 
been on the wrong end of a breakup, the wrong part of town and 
the wrong point of a love triangle . So when Viewfinder (which gets 
a release show March 11 at World Cafe, worldcafeHie.com (rolls to a 
close with the grateful, loping “Good Life,” you know she’s earned it. 


► hip-hop/eclectic 
The sound bankincludes samples of Modest 
Mouse, references to Faithless and a bit 
of Italian opera. Clever turns of phrase 
commentate (“Gaza Strip was getting 
bombed, Obama didn't say shit”) and self- 
deprecate (“All I hear is all my demons, 
even through your applause”). The long-in- 
the-making Lasers (Atlantic), Lupe Fiasco's third and reputedly 
final album is endearing, not awkward, showing scant indulgence 
and tremendous focus. — John Vettese 





WHEN WE LEAVE 


B* 1 “WE DIDN’T GO to Aunt Melek’s ,” says 5-year-old Cem (Nizam Schiller). “We 
waited really long fi>rMommy."Though his mother, Umay(Sibel Kekilli), tries to quiet 
him, the damage is done. Fuming, her husband, Hemal (Ufuk Bayraktar), turns on 
the boy, slapping his head.Umay’s efforts to protect her son lead to more violence: 
Hemal slams her against a wall and locks her inside their bedroom. The image cuts 
from Umay crouched in the dark to the table, a long shot emphasizing that her and 
Cem’s chairs are empty. As this early scene in When We Leave (Diefremde) establishes 
Umay’s trauma, it aligns you with her efforts to escape. Inspired in part by die 2005 
“honor killing” ofHatunSuriicuin Berlin, Feo Aladag’s 
first feature keeps a close fecus on Umay’s experience, 
her fear and her resilience. To this point, her husband 
remains a cipher, as she and Cem leave Istanbul for her 
parents’ home in Berlin. Here her father, Kader (Settar 
Tanriugenl.and mother, Halime(DeiyaAlabora), 
respond with a mixture of horror and confusion, 
inclined to protect her but also devoted to the idea of her 
marriage. She and her mother stand with their backs 
to each other, Halime at the sink and Umay chopping 

vegetables, a wide white space between them. Even as U may finds a job and begins tak- 
ingclassesland yes, meets a nice German boy), her family insists she go back. When she 
finally confesses that Hemal beats her, Knder recites, “The hand that hurts is also the 
hand that soothes, a slap or two is no reason to run.” He turns from her stricken face to 
the television, its ghostly light illuminating their strain and separation. If the film laps- 
es occasionally into conventional melodrama, its visuals consistently suggest complica- 
tions. Sympathetic close-ups, melancholy lighting and clarifying contexts indicate that 
each partidpantin this emotional spiral embodies a particular pain. — Cindy Fuchs 


Umay’s 
efforts to 
protect her 
son lead to 
more vio- 
lence. 


□ 


aidorinvade 

’ Anonymous vs. the world 


GERMANY! 

(AGAIN!) 

When did giving 
Germany a sec- 
ond chance ever 
not work out? 

> IN THE LAST edition ol Aid or Invade, we 
took a (horrified) lookat Retrdogietmm Germany's 
Big Gee— a CD so completely musicallyatrocious 
that the parents of deaf child ran are refusing to have 
their offspring undergo cochlear implants for fear 
that the kids might one day hear it The release of 
Retrologie<Ni\. no doubt forever be remembered as 
Germany's darkest hour. ButAol believes in redemp- 
tion. so we're going to try again with another batch 
of Teutonic tunesmiths. And hey, when did giving 
; Germany a second chance ever not work out? 

Storm, the latest from underappreciated Ger- 
I man darkwave band Pink Turns Blue can be best 
summed up with the old Geiman saying “DerZeit 
i ist jetz zum Fuckzmachen." or "Well. it's about 
i fucking time" in English. Just as the world had 
grown certain that Goth had forever morphed i nto 
thump-thump-thump of EMB or warped into the 
frilly laments of Elegant Gothic Lolitas. PinkTums 
Blue have re-emerged from their bunker with a 
wonderfully elegant collection of solid, well- pro- 
duced, guitar-driven angsty goodness. The song 
"Barcelona” soundslike TheCureonsteroids, while 
"Tothe Core” hooks the listenerwith its(en)chanting 
chorusso rabidly that it feels like ingesting cotton- 
candy-flavored heroin. 

Verdict: 

While ifsnotperfect— thesengs 
lack a certain degree of variety 
— its damn gcod to hear some 
ol ’ fashion darkness. Thank you, 

Germany. Thank you for the autobahn. Thank you 
for aspirin. And dankefurPinkTums Blue. 

fr_anonymous@citypaper.net) 
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Helium Comedy Club 

2031 Sansom Street 
215-496-9001 


DON’T MISS OUR FREE GRAND FINALE ON MARCH 16 

featuring a conversation with author Sherman Alexie! 




WED, 3/16 at 8pm. TIX $15 
www.1hewaitstaff.com 


‘VITAL and RADIANT!" 


" ASTONISHING !" 


'The best theatrical experience this season !" 


L.LET ME 
^33 DOWN EASY 

| conceived, written and perfomed 

\ by ANNA DEAVERE SMITH 

directed by LEONARD FOGLIA 


PHILADELPHIA COMPANY.ORG 

215.985.0420 


IN PHILADELPHIA 

EVERYONE 
IS READING 


5 ONE BOOK NINE INSPIRED WEEKS 

W ONE PHILADELPHIA OF DISCUSSIONS, PERFORMANCES, AND FILMS 



Join Philly's biggest book club Walmart'.C ♦reco 
at freelibrary.org/onebook > , . 


+ Parting Company 

“With Mutations 
I simply mean to 
suggest that we 
are all mutants,” 
says Iyer. 

Simulated Progress, and the current line- 
up was in place the following year, produc- 
ing the acclaimed, intricate 2008 CD Door. 

“Those guys are both totally bril- 
liant, intense and creative, and have 
cultivated intimate knowledge of a huge 
range of music,” Iyer says of his current 
triomates. “They are constantly chal- 
lenging themselves, taking risks, making 
surprising choices, and breaking new 
ground. I think the openness to possibil- 
ity and the spectrum of musical refer- 
ences is broader than in any context I've 
ever been in, and also the commitment 
to innovation and the search for new 
sounds from the ensemble is more radi- 
cal than anywhere else that I’ve experi- 

certainly keep me on my toes.” 

The final concert offers chamber 
works by Lehman and Iyer performed 
by the groundbreaking JACK Quartet. 
Lehman’s “Nos Revi Nella” was written 
as an extension of the dense, rhythmi- 
cally complex material he conceives for 
his own ensembles. A doctoral candidate 
at Columbia University, Lehman has 
studied spectral harmony, an approach 
to composition involving mathematical 
analysis of the sound spectrum, with 
composerTristan Murail and integrates 
that thinking into his own music. 

Iyer’s “Mutations I-X” combines notat- 
ed passages, structured improvisations, 
and electronics to explore ideas of tradi- 
tional musical concepts “mutated” by the 
introduction of noise. “With Mutations I 
simply mean to suggest that we are all 
mutants,” Iyer says, “contingent, irregu- 
lar, dynamic products of our heredities 

theme; navigators of difference; embodi- 
ments of change.” 

In other words, heady stuff, but not in 
practice at the cost of the sort of urgency 
or communication that marks the best 
jazz trios. Fieldwork certainly possesses 
those qualities, even as they expand the 
definitions involved. 

(s_brady@city paper, net) 

•Fri.-Sun.. March Il-l3.8p.m..$l2-t30, Christ 
Church Neighborhood House, 20 N. American St., 
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AN HONEST PUCK 

Dave Johnson takes a truer tack 
on that shrewd and knavish sprite. 

By Bruce Walsh 



C harlie DelMarcelle stands atop a half-con- 
structed stage at St. Stephen’s Theater 
dining a recent rehearsal: “Here comes my 
messenger. How now. mad spirit! What night-rule 
now about this haunted grove?” 

If you’ve seen enough Midsummer Night's Dream 
productions, you are no doubt now expecting that 
caffeinated. naughty little messenger to traipse 
across the stage — exposition and giggles in tow. 
Instead, Dave Johnson enters with deep, lurking 
strides toward O heron. His movements appear to 
be part long-distance speed skater, part lizard. 

“My mistress with a monster is in love,” he says, 
squarely. And one senses that statement cuts a bit 
deeperthan simple mischief. 


“THE FIRST CONVERSATION I had with the 
costume designer, I said that I felt this Puck was 
the kind of creature that you discover in the forest, 
and maybe you feel fine approaching it; butthen it 
smiles, and it's terrifying, "says Johnson, sitting in 
Lantern’s basement rehearsal space. “It’s the kind 
of thing that makes sensible people say, Tm not so 
sure we should touch that'" 

Over the last three weeks, Johnson has 
attempted to carve out his own, very personal 
interpretation of Oberon's mischievous ser- 
vant, and Lantern Theater Co. director Charles 
McMahon has more than encouraged him. “I 
think people make a basic mistake with Puck,” 
says McMahon. “They see him as this unpredict- 
able character, so they play him in this overtly 
high-energy kind of way. As opposed to an energy 
that’s just different — it doesn't run in the nor- 
mal channels. It’s the audience who should be on 
edge. Not Puck.” 

McMahon is clearly attempting to steer away 
from preconceived notions of Shakespeare's 
iconic sex comedy. He has loaded the cast with 
local performers like David Sweeny, Bradley 
K. Wrenn, Lee Ann Etzold and Charlotte Fbrd. 
Each has experience building iiber- specific, 
idiosyncratic characters — often working in non- 
traditional settings, from cabaret stages to avant 
dance-theater. 

Johnson fits snugly into that mold. He graduat- 


ed from UArts in 2003, butdidn't 
find his niche in Philly until four 
years later, with the unexpected 
Fringe hit The Jersey Devil — a 
send-up ofVictorian-era hor- 
ror themes. Johnson created 
and performed in the piece on 
a whim with three of his close 
friends. The group is now called 
Berserker Residents, and has 
since worked with director 
Adrienne Mackey (77ce Giant 
Squid ) and Pig Iron’s Dan 
Rothenberg ( The Annihilation 
Point) to create offbeat, highly 
physical comedies. 

“I think Dave’s at his best 
when he gets to play a comedic 
outsider, the kind of role that 
shakes up the rest of the show," 
says Mackey via e-mail. “That 
sensibility — and the improv 
timing that goes with it — is 
exciting, because audiences can 
feel that he’s a bit of a wild card." 

JOHNSON SITS UP straight 
in his chair, as if he just realized 
something: “I don’t think I’ve 

I’m not sure how to do this.” 

While he has played comedic 
roles with indie companies all 
over Philly, he admits there’s a 
different level of attention that 
comes with one of the Bard's 
classic roles. Plus, he's chosen 
a road less traveled with that 
very character. One senses the 
heightened anxieties when he 
talks about his costume: leather 
pants and a bare chest. “When 
I saw it, I knew I wasn't going 
to spend any money on beer 
this month, and I was definitely 
going to do some crunches.” 

“I believe it’s going to be funny 
— just not in a way that people 
are used to Puck being funny* 
he says, and takes a prolonged 
inhale, thinking over what he 
just said with a look of concern. 
But then he suddenly lets out 
an enormous laugh, as if he just 
realized that he doesn’t give a 
shit about expectations. 

And neither does Puck. 

leditorial@citypaper.net) 

♦ A MidsummorNighls Dream 
runs through April 1 7. S20-S36. St. 
Stephen s Theatre. 923 Ludlow St., 215 ■ 
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E Morris Arboretum 



( MwMinyA 


Setting the stage for 
your special day 

92 acres of towering trees, lush 
and colorful gardens, sweeping 

the perfect backdrop for your 
girdcn wedding. 


Weekend rentals: 
April • October 

Call Adtle Waerig 
215.247.5777x158 
hrtpJ/bit.ly/MAWcddings 


University of Pennsylvan 


&e/tuy 
// no ±gjo{/n<g 


ma/'/'/ea. 9 
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Ceremony Officiant 



Your location or ours 
Ceremony direction & planning 
Day of coordination 
All faiths & denominations 
Civil unions 

Commitment ceremonies 
Opposite or same sex 


The Wedding Chapel 


215.338.0760 


www.theweddingchapelpa.com 



E0SS333 to gf&s ®i>€S 


Bai/Bat Mitzvah Mother's Dresses 
Mother-of-the Bride/Groom Dresses 
Formal and Casual Guest Dresses 
Piom-Pageant-Quinceafleia Dresses 
Bat Mitzvah and Sweet 16 Dresses 
Informal/Destinatton Bride Dresses 
Short Dresses as low as $99 


www.jansboutique.cdrn 


GET $50 BUCKS 

simply go to 

ilovejans.com 

ymu wiwll adilwn to iwcwivh your $50 ca 


856-428-8181 

406 ROUTE 70 CHERRY HILL 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

MONDAY-PRBDAY 10-9 
SATURDAY !>0 • SUNDAY in r. 


PA retailers must charge sales tax on your dress 

leave 8% when you purchase your dross at Jan's! 
plus we’ll pay your bridge toll, go to www.inpayoupay.com 
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Make ASHM the Special Place 
For your Special Event 


The American Swedish Historical Museum in South Philadelphia's 
FDR Park offers a picturesque and unique space for wedding 
ceremonies, receptions and photographs. 

Benefits include: 

• Versatile indoor and outdoor spaces 

• Competitive rates 

• Ample free parking 

• Located near 1-95. 76, buses and the Broad Street subway 


W as sv 


1900 Pattison Ave • Philadelphia. PA 191-45 
(215) 389-1776 • www.americanswedish.org 
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wedding directory 
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IT ONLY TOOK A 
LIFETIME TO 


perfect 

match. 


NOW THEY HAVE 
A YEAR TO FIND 

everythin ? 
else y * 


Call: 215-825-2496 • email: eileen@citypaper.net 





Custom Bridal 
by Delicious Corsets 

Allernalive and traditional looks 
for your special day. 


215.41 3.0375 

email@dellciouscorseis.cori www.DeliciousCorse1s.com • www.DeliciousBoutique.com 




This is the wedding von'vp been 
dreaming of since you were six 
years old 


Only at the lladisson Plaza - 
Warwick Hofei wall yoar wedding 
be the definition Of glamour. 


- 

fyf 'a rwitte 

Hilunliiitw Square Ifiilndelpliin 
1701 Lacittt Street 
Kndi«on.coitt.T‘hiladclphial‘A 
l.sU0.m r«) £15.735,000(1 




IT’S TIME FOR 


HAPPYHOUR 

EVERY DAY AT THE REFINERY • 6PM - 8PM 


Enjoy 1/2 price drinks and dig into 50$ wings 
while you wind down from the work day. 


Spend *50 while at The Refinery and you’ll 
instantly receive *10 FREE SLOT PLAY 
with your Rush Rewards card! 
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c A s i N o l :z 

SUGARHOUSECASINO.COM | 877.477.3715 


DANCE OF CHANCE 


LET’S MAKE T A HAPPIER HOUR! 


onpointe 


P I LO BOLU S IS KNOWN for impressive feats of stagecraft, but last Satur- 
day night’s performance was extra notable because it was unplanned. 

It came about after one of their dancers was seriously injured during the fin al piece 
of the Saturday matinee. Consequently, all but one of the selections she appeared in 
got scrapped for the remainder of show’s run here. Four works from the repertoire w 
quickly rehearsed and then performed with such aplomb you wouldn’t have known anything 

ss were it not for the pre-show announcement about changes to the program, including 
how Renee Jaworski, the company’s associate artistic director, would be pinch-dancing. 

this fabulously imaginative company. With the vaudevillian Walklyndon (1971), one of Pilobolus’ 
earliest works, you see how the troupe exuded a zany streak from the outset: Six dancers continuously 
crisscrossed the stage while engaging in a series of pratfalls, missed handshakes and frolicsome fun. 

The Transformation (2009) offered a splendid example of how the company creates outlandish (and or 
standing) visuals through shadows and light. Behind a scrim, a huge hand descends upon a female, initially 
pulling off her head, and then after some quick twists, reshaping her body into a dog to be played with. As often 
happens with Pilobolus’ truly fantastical works. The Transformation elicited audible "alls" of amazement. 

Along with shadow play, Pilobolus is likely best known for its ability to architect the human form in extraor- 
dinary ways. Images of multiple bodies entwining in fascinating configurations are highlights of the company’s 
popular wall calendars, and watching such constructions evolve live on stage is a treat. Yet the lyrical Gnomen 
( 1997), featuring four muscular males, goes further — there's an obvious theme about intimacy of relationships 
and how we support one another in times of need. 

With these and three other selections, Pilobolus consistently pushed the possibilities of human movement. 
Certain moves seemed improbable, if not impossible, yet we can see them with our own eyes. And although 
some of the night’s works were serious, the company's underlying attitude is always one of playful exploration. 
March 5, Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts. 
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z rock/pop 

1 THE NEW HOT ROCK 

2 > "IF YOU'RE GONNA lie a restless soul /Then you’re gonnabe so.so 
s tired," Carrie Brownstein yelps on Wild Flag's "Future Crimes.” She 

0 should know: In the past year, she's worked on a book, written and 
co-starred in an IFC comedy series and started herfirst band since 

1 Sleater-Kinneywentonhiatusin2006. 

" It was the last of these that brought her to Johnny Brenda's on 

£ Sunday. To focus on Brownstein is to miss the point ofWild Flag, but 
S the alternative is to approach it as a supergroup, which would imply 
1 something less organic, with more ego and pretensions. 

S St31,you can’t dispute the quartet’s pedigree; just four months 

» after their first show and with only a 7-inch single to their credit, 
z they play sold-out shows to frenzied fans who don’t even know 
what they’ll sound like. The short answer: They sound like a bad- 

The longer answer: Wild Flag is a bad-ass rock band, not a recipe. 
You can’t just take one world-class drummer (Janet Weiss), two 
guitar heroines ( Brownstein and Mary Timony ), and one seasoned 
keyboard player (Rebecca Cole)and know exactly how they’re 
going to taste. But you can't blame the crowd for expecting some- 
thing delicious. 

The screaming started even before the group took the stage, as 
they came through the stage door, and it got louder while they set 
up their gear; only the roar of the guitars could drown out the adula- 
tion. Wild Flag did not disappoint — at the end of their hourlong, 13- 
song set, afterone final drum solo, the cheers were stronger still. 

Brownstein and Timony are a pair of formidable ftuntwomen, 
taking turns on lead guitar and vocals, and providing solid support 



on rhythm guitar. Timony shined on the epic, psychedelic "Glass 
Tambourine,” while Brownstein worked herself into a lather for 
“Racehorse,” a classic-rock romp. 

They’ve got the moves down, too. The more controlled Timony 
mesmerized the guitar geeks in the audience with a finger-picked 
solo on “Arabesque,” earning her a handful of Girls Rock Philly picks; 
the more unhinged Brownstein knocked over a couple of mic stands 
and broke a glass with her kicks. Both women wound up on the floor 
— sweaty, triumphant and coaxing the maxoutoftheir axes. 

Their chemistry is no surprise. Brownstein and Timony teamed 
up as The Spells in 1999 for one gem of an EP, and, of course, 
Brownstein and Weiss played together for a decade in Sleater- 
Kinney. But Wild FI ag’s secret weapon is the vocal interplay 
between Weiss and Cole (ex-Minders), who moonlight together in 
die Shadow Mortons. Their harmonies imbued the songs with a 


sweetness that balanced out the heaviness. 

For a victory lap. Wild Flag ran through a 
two-song encoreofretru rawk:Timonytook 
the lead for the RollingStones’“Beast of 
Burden," then Brownstein surrendered her 
guitar for a blistering take on Patti Smith 
Group’s “Ask the Angels," leading the crowd 
in the “Wild! Wild! Wild! Wild!" chorus. By 
then, eveiyone was so, so tired. And thrilled. 
Wild Flag, Johnny Brenda's, March 6. 


(editorial@citypaper.net) 




+ IT’S CRITMASS IN MARCH! 

Open Miker, LOLWilh It Man Cave, ShoreTrash, 
Showdown, NeighbcrhoodWath, Poetic License 
and more on City PapersA&E blog citypaper. 
net/criticalmass 


New City Stage Company 
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ADRIENNE THEATRE - 2030 SANSOM STREET 


TICKETS & INFO: 215-5(3-7500 / NEWCITYSTAGE.ORG 
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Buy 2 for 1 Tickets Online — Use Code citybonus 

■ 

5 3/17 - ST. PATTY'S DAY SHOW 1/2 Price Tickets 

2 Reception before and alter the show St. Patty's Day 




l featuring authentic Irish beer & stew. use code irisliLass 
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Happy Hours 


smartphone app 

The citypaper happy hour app 

This is the most comprehen- 

instantly gives you every happy 

sive database for happy hours 

hour in the city starting with 

you will find anywhere. And for 

those closest to you. You can 

you travelers, it works in every 

filter your search in a number 

major metropolitan area in the 

of ways! Search for bars with 

country! 

a fireplace, outdoor seating, 


asian cuisine, waterfront views, 


even search only bars with wifi. 
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AVAILABLE ON 

DOWNLOAD 

iPhone, Android and 

BlackBerry! 

IT NOW! 


HTTP://HAPPYHOURS. 1 

OR SEARCH ONLINE 
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AustraUanAU StarBand 


KeswickTheatre.t 


• 800 - 745-3000 






In the mood for heart-pounding entertainment, 
sizzling nightclub, action-packed sports bars? 
...and did we mention 3500 of the hottest slots 
and 1 50 live table games? a 

go afl in at park! 
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follow us on twlfter.com/360parx 
become a fan on facebook.com/360parx 


Friday, March 11 

the exceptions 
8pm - midnight 
dj vito g & maria laina 
11pm -2am 


Saturday, March 12 

jd valentine 4pm - 8pm 

garden state radio 
8pm - midnight 
dj bryan bassara & maria laina 
11pm -2am 



casino" 


exit 37 off i-95. exit 351 (westbound)/ 
exit 352 (eastbound) off the pa turnpike. 
1. 888.588. parx (7279) • parxcasino.com 

parx east located adjacent to parx casino 
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+ NEW 

BATTLE: LOSANGELES 

Read Dn>w Lazar's review at citypaperjiet / movies 
(UAGmnt, UARivetvieui, Pearl) 

EVEN THE RAIN |B+ 

Set against the backdrop of the anti-water-privatization 
protests that look place in Cochabamba. Bolivia, in 2000, 
lcfar Bollafn'ssharp satire casts Gael Garcia Bernal as a 
filmmakerwhose critical portrait of Columbus' Caribbean 
voyage is beset by external strife and internal contradic- 
tions. Budgetary imperatives are provided by producer 
Luis Tbsar.a crass moneyman who. on a phone call to a 
foreign backer, brags about putting one over an the locals, 
never imagining that the one standing a few feet away 
speaks English. In broad terms, there’s a facile irony to the 
juxtaposition between the production's ends and its means, 
but Bollain and screenwriter Paul Laverty, a frequent Ken 
Loach collaborator, dun't hang their fellow cineastes out to 
dry. There's a rueful, knowing quality to the moments when 
Bernal's character puts the film above all else, blinded to 
the fact that his pursuit jeopardizes the ideals he means to 
enshrine. As the strife between the Bolivian government 
and city's poorest, citizens womens, the actor Bernal has 
chosen to incarnate the leader ofa native revolt ( Juan Carlos 
Aduviri) Lakes on an identical role in real life, jeopardizing 
his safely and the filming of a critical scene. The filmmakers 
remain unswerving in their conviction that their enleiprise 
is more imporlnnlrThe protests will be forgotten, but their 
film will last, forever. With a decade's worth of hindsight, it’s 
dear that the inverse is true, but it's to the film's credit that 
its inescapable conclusion seems in doubt until the very end . 
—Sam Adams (Rite at the Bourse) 


MARS NEEDS M0MS|B- 

It's hard to be 9 . For one thing, as Milo (Seth Green's cap- 
tured motion, Seth Dusky’s voice) has discovered.yourmom 
(Joan Cusack) can ask loo mudr. Not oily must you take out 
trash, but you must also eat broccoli and miss your business- 
man dad (Tbm Everett Scott). But things get tricky when 
you get a wish you’re not sure you wanted to make — that 
mom might disappear. And so, when Martians kidnap her, 
Milo slows aboard and partakes un a during rescue to save 
his mom before the Martians sudt out her brain, lfonly he 
hadn't, been such a good boy, he reasons, his mother wouldn't 
have seemed an apt. candidate for suckage. His task is aided 
by another boy whose mom was stolen, the now middle-aged 
but still childish Gribbble (Dan Fogler ). and Ki (Elisabeth 
Haraois), a Martian who loves American '70s TV. She's one of 
the armyof girl Martians who have prodigiously wide hips 
and wasp waists, carrying the planet's weapons while their 
male counterparts rummage in garbage heaps. Based on a 
book by Berkeley Breathed and animated using the same 
process as Avatar, the movie features a harrowing near-loss 
of mom, some dashing about by the heroes, and unnerving 
screeches by the Supervisor (Mindy Sterling), a caricature 
(hat could seem racist if you thin k she looks like (hose 
wizened Japanese generals in WWII movies. In the end, Milo 
leams to appreciate his mom, but you can't help but leave 
wondering what other nasty fantasies boys have percola ling 
and whether moms need to prepare themselves, —Cindy 
Fuchs ( UA Grant, UARiverview) 

RED RIDING HOOD | D 

Despite herinsistence that she wasn't fired but opted out 
of helming the sequels, Catherine I lardwicke apparently 
hasn't, gotten Dvilight out of her system. Red Riding Hood 
is a transparent attempt to transplant the tween-thrilling 



movie shorts 


series into a fairy tale milieu, with 
Amanda SeyfriecFs grandma-visit- 
ing Valerie standing in for Kristen 
Stewart’s Bella. She even inherits 
her predecessor's father, though Billy 
Burke's flask-sampling Cesaire is 
no match for his well-intentioned 
but clueless mustachioed sheriff 
She's also the object of desire for two 
pouty young men . though they're 
not endowed with dueling powers 
beyond the supernatural ability to 
gaze dewy-eyed into the souls of 13- 
year-old audience members. There is 
a monster, though its identity is kept 
a secret until the climax: the small 
village in which the film is set is the 
hunting ground for a werewolf who 
suddenly breaks a decades-long truce 
and regains a taste for human flesh 
over the sacrificial pigs that usually 
greet the full moon. There’s never 
much doubt as to who will be revealed 
as the beast, which means the only 
real mystery is what exactly in this 
once-upon-a-time forest Shiloh Fer- 
nandez uses for hair gel to maintain 
his Pattinson-worthy bedhead. Gary 
Oldman shows up as an Inquisition- 
happy avenging priest and plenty of 
bodies are torn in two. but the real 
villain here is the voracious libido 
that threatens to devour every pretty 
young thing insi ght . — Shaun Brady 
(UA Grant, UA Rivewiew, Pearl) 

WHEN WE LEAVE | B» 

Read Cindy Fuchs' review on p. 19. 
tRiiz at the Bourse) 


+ CONTINUING 

THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU | C* 

The latest, plunge into author (Tulip K. 
Dick's paranoid imaginings starts out 
promisingly, with senatorial hopeful 
David Norris'fMatt Damon) life being 
manipulated by a shadowy cabal of 
fedora -dad functionaries Their plans 
for David’s life go awry when he falls in 
love with Elise ( Emily Blunt), a ballet 
dancer meant to reignite his political 
aspirations and then disappear. The 
love story is an audience -coddling 
addition to the original stoiy.and 
writer-director George Ncdfi allows 
it to consume the film. Soon enough, 
the speculations on fate and free will 
give way to extravagant outpourings 

service of overripe melodrama. —SB. 
(UAGmnt, UA Rivewiew, tear!) 

ANOTHER YEAR | Be 

In Mike Leigh's dusky film. Tom (Jim 
Broadbent) and Corn (Ruth Sheen) a re 
a couple growing old with grace. Not so 
Getri’s co-worker MaryfLeslcy Mnn- 

from optimistic delusion to hysterical 
despair over the course ofthe movie 
As is Leigh’s habit, the roles wore devel- 


oped by the actors from scratch, which 

characterizations. Another Year is one 
ofhis most openly philosophical mov- 
ies. pondering the questions that come 
with advandng age and the far- reach- 
ing consequences of decisions made in 
even the most ordinary circumstances. 
-S.A (Rib Five) 

BARNEY’S VERSION | B 

CSI. vet Richard J. Lewis makes the 
jump to features with (he sprawl- 
ing story ofBamey Panofcky (Paul 
Giomattil.ahackTV producer who's a 
romantic on the side. Spanning several 
decades, the movie is pushed forward 
by his revolving-door marriages, first 

nance socialite. Not until he meets wife 
No.3 (Rosamund Pike) does Barney get 
his first taste of bona fide love. Barney's 
Version isn't a film so much as a series 
of episodes, but watching Giamatti and 
Pike chart their relationship is a worth- 
while purauit. — & A (Rib Fur) 

BEASTLY | C- 

Smug, entitled asshole Kyle (Alex ftt- 
tyfer) ads positively beastly to his high 
schoul peera. So Kendra (Mary-Kate 
Olsen), a witch in Stevie Nicks dothing, 
transforms his hot ass into an uggo. He 
goes into hiding, starts calling himself 
Hunter, stops doing pushups in his 
undies and begins to care about others. 
Most audiences over 13 won't buy 
this reworked Beauty and the Beast 
romance. The attractive leads have no 
chemistry, and there is very little magic 

— even when the characters read each 
other Frank O'Hara poetry. — GaryM. 
Kramer (UA Rivewiew) 

HALL PASS I B- 

The Fhrrelly brothers do pure stupidity 
very well (see: Dumb and Dumber), 

head? In the case of Hall Ihss, hearty 
laughs run neck-and-nedc with serious 
groans. At (he end of the day, there just 
wasn't enuugh going on to make this a 
truly memorable film . — Ryan Carey 
(UA Grant, UA Riverview, Pearl, Roxy) 

INSIDE JOB | A 

Charles Ferguson's doc provides a 
remarkably coherent, bracing and fre- 
quently galling analysis ofthe recent 
world financial crisis, one that focuses 
on the (current) lack of consequences 
for those who caused it. As interview- 
ees respond to Fbrguson’s queries, the 
drama comes in watching subjects 
think through their answers, using 
their expertise to explain err obfuscate 

- sometimes both at once. The film 
insistson the culpability of individuals: 
That they are not suffering conse- 
quences is a problem Ferguson refuses 
to let alone. — C.F. (Rite at the Bourse) 


JUSTGOWITHITIB 

lb entice single ladies to sleep with 
him, plastic surgeon Danny Maccabee 

ring. Fool-proof, right? But when 
Danny falls for a woman (Brooklyn 


Earth tilts off its axis. Instead of fess- 
ing up and shaving an hour and a half 
off the film, he enlists his assistant, 
Katherine (Jenni ferAniston), to con- 
tinue the lie. With the standard moral 
hole-digging and two-steps-forward, 
one-step-back formula, the plot line is 
anything but fresh. But with an irritat- 
ingly likable Anislon and a charmingly 
goofy Sanderleading the way. Just Go 
With It is, somehow, cohesively funny. 
—Diana Pal mieri (UARiverview) 


THELAST LIONS I B- 

Thc lioness who embodies the titular 

docunrentary is surely courageous. But 
as she makes her way across the plains 
of Botswana, representing the decline 
in African lions’ numbers, she also must 
reflect the emotiunal nuances presumed 
for her by the film. Her losses are monu- 
mental, the violence she endures and 
inflicts is horrific, and the lesson for the 
rest of us is worthy. But as moving as 
her story is.its human presumptions are 
too often overbearing. — C.F. (RUz Five) 

POETRY | B* 

In its bare outlines, Lee Chang-dong’s 
story about an old woman (Yun 
Jung-hee) whose working vocabu- 
lary isbeingeroded by Alzheimer's 
enrolling in a poetry class sounds like 
a middlebrow feel-good special. But 


investing it with incandescenlemotion. 
Poetry is guided by veteran actress 
Yun, who never telegraphs her internal 
struggles. Lee periodically fills the 
screen with the pages of her notebook, 
which remain stubbornly blank as she 

jokes at first that her family has always 
thought she might be a poet, because 
"Hike flowers and say odd things.” But 
Lee's poetry is less prosaic, and more 
terrible, than she can at first imagine. 
— &A (Rib at the Bourse) 

RANGO | A+ 

Faced witha saloon full of auspicious 
townsfolk, Rango (Johnny Deppldoes 
what any chameleon would do: He fits 
in. He slurps his gut-burning cactus 

teners — a crowd of moles, rats, rabbits, 
toads and other Mqjave desert denizens 
— are rapt: They're desperate fora 



STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 11 
CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


"SEDUCTIVE, 
SEXY AND COOL. 

A FANTASTIC TWIST 
ON A CLASSIC TALE!” 

Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV 

'HAUNTING AND MYSTERIOUS.. 
• THIS 'RED RIDING HOOD' 
ktoUTLKEEP YOU GUESSING 

--r k Manny dela Rosa . NBC-TY 

■ stunning: 

l^uiFER. TRIBUTE 

' ■ndnotto 

■ BE MISSED!" 

S. ALLEN. C BS-TV 

^BpOTYOUR 
• v W: GRAND' 

• MOTHERS 
W. 'RED 

' «B T7 RIDING 

j® " HOOD.” 

Bfj.- Greg Russell, wmyd-tv 


5EYFRJED OLDMAN BURKE FERNANDEZ 


IRONS MADSEN HAAS ant. CHRISTIE 



movie shorts 



TOP CRITICS AGREE 
‘CEDAR RAPIDS’ IS THE PLACE TO BE! 


CedarRapidsMovie.com 


mm 


KING OF PRUSSIA 10 HAMILTON 24 


imittf ' 


( \ 

+ ALSO PLAYING 

127 HOURS IB* 

Ritz at the Bourse 

BIG MOMMAS: LIKE 
FATHER, LIKE SON 

UA Grant, UA Riverview, Peart 

BIUTIFULIb- 

RitzFive 

BLACK SWAN I A- 

RltzEast 

BLUE VALENTINE IB* 

Ritz at the Bourse 

GNOMEO& JULIET I c- 

UA Grant UA Riverview, Peart 

JUSTIN BIEBER: 

NEVER SAY NEVER I C- 

UA Riverview 

I AM NUMBER FOUR 1C* 

UA Grant, UA Riverview, Peart 

THE KING’S SPEECH IB* 

Ritz Five, UA Grant 

THE ROOMMATE I f- 

UA Riverview 

For full movie revie ns andshowtimes, 
go Id dlypaper.net/movies 


hero, water and faith. And this lizard 
is a great storyteller. — CF. ill A Grant, 
UA Riverview, Pearl) 

TAKE ME HOME TONIGHT | C* 

Nostalgia-inducing, party-heavy com- 
ing -of-agers provide an easy vehicle 
for filmmakers in their prime to 
recall or perhaps reinvent — then- 


youth. In Thke Me Home Tbnight, the 
writers of77iai 70sShow take their 
tum, borrowing equally from Dazed 
and Confused and Say Anything to 
tell the story of aimless post-college 
smartypanta Matt Franklin (Tbpher 
Grace), who's too chicken to ask out 
his high school crush . But why the 
’80s backdrop? Perhaps it was the 
only way tomaintain meta-cheesi- 

self-aware. Still, for as dumb as this 

fully the comedic range of Dan Fugler 
( Balls of Fury ), who’s funny enough to 
distract from an otherwise mediocre 
coming -of-age catharsis story. — R.C 
(UA Riverview) 

UNKNOWN | C- 

Waking from a four-day coma after 
arriving in Berlin fora biotechnol- 
ogy conference, Liam Neeson finds 
himself replaced by an impostor 
and pursued by sinister killers. The 
intriguing premise sets up a mystery 
that is disappointingly solved not by 

for a single scene, which tilts the act- 
ing balance back from January Jones' 
blank-eyed emptiness. — SB, (UA 
Grant, UA Riverview, Peart, Roxy) 

+ REPERTORY FILM 

AMBLER THEATER 

108 E. Butler Ave^ Ambler, ambler! he- 
ater.org. The African Queen 1 1951, 
US., 105 min.): Katharine TIepbum 
plays a prim missionary who falls 
for a burly steamboat captain. Thu., 
March 10, 7 SO pm., $8. The Karate 
Ktdi 1984, US.. 126 min,):“No Sensei!" 
Sat., March 12,11 a.m.,$4. 


ITVS COMMUNITY CINEMA AND WHYY 

Community College of Philadelphia, 
Bonnell Auditorium, 1 700 Spring Gar- 
den St.. 201-381 -0511, whyycon vio. 
net / pushing . Pushing the Elephant 
( 201 0, US. . 9 1 min. ): A mother and 
daughter reuniteaflerbeingseparat- 
ed by a war that demolished their lives 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Wed. March 16, 6:30 p.m., free. 

DOCK STREET BREWERY 

6 RESTAURANT 

701 S 50th St.. 215- 726-2337, dock- 
streetbeer.com. Time Bandits' 1981, 
US., 116 min.) Aboy and a band of 
dwarves hop from century to century 
stealing awesome lost treasures. 1110., 
March 15. 8:30 pm., free. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

3701 Chestnut St., 215-895-6535, 
ihousephilly.org. Scarred Justice: 
The Orangeburg Massacre 1960 
(2009, US. 57 min. ) Filmmaker Judy 
Richardson presides over this show ing 
o flier film that chronicles a racially 
provoked massacre at South Carolina 
State College in 1968. Tue., March 15, 

7 pm., $10. 




FOR ADVANCE SALES, LOG ON TO 
WW.LORDOFTHEDANCE3D.COM 


ONE WEEK ONLY IN THEATRES BEGINNING THURSDAY, MARCH 17 



clipper 

EXPERIENCE THE MOST SUCCESSFUL SHOW OF 
ALL TIME LIKE YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE. 

HURRY! TICKETS 
ARE SELLING FAST! 

Enter to win a pass for two 
to an advance screening! 

,7 

iloRDK 
} DANCE3D 

Text the word IRELAND 
and your ZIP CODE to 43549 

Example text: IRELAND 19103 


fugitive 

citypaper 

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO MEET 

celebrity 

AN EXTRA COOL, EXTRA RUDE 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL! 

slacker 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
COMPLIMENTARY ADVANCE 
SCREENING PASS FOR TWO TO SEE 

pMJL 

pHUL 

VISIT 

CITYPAPER.NET/WIN 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. PASSES ARE AVAILABLE ON 

A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST. ONE ADMIT-TWO PASS PER PERSON. EMPLOYEES 
OF ALL SPONSORS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE. 




IN THEATERS MARCH 18 








THURSDAY 


3.10 


+ NICOLE ATKINS 
& THE BLACK SEA 

Nicole Atkins' first record. 
WOTaNeptuneCity. was a 
swoony, string-laden affair 
with echoes of Roy Orbison 


ably grittier, nourish Mondo 
Amore ( Razor & Tie) retains 
that distinct retro flair (and 
her penchant for big torchy 
ballads), but iqjects a dusty 



ously fiery guitars. Regardless 


of the setting. Atkins' voice 
is a force to be reckoned with 
— a lusty, languorous alto 

Neko Case.orperhapsamore 
muscular Jenny Lewis, but 
with a sophisticated quaver 
worthy of some bygone Grand 
Ole Opry diva. 



[ hip-hop ] 

+ YELAW0LF 

Prodigal indie MC Yela Wolfs 
thanks to his well -received 
nem's Shady Records. Round- 


ingoutthebillare Kanye’s 
newest protOgf- Cyhi Da Prince 
and Bully's esteemed Reef The 
Lost Cause. Strong bill,start 
to finish. 

— Justin Rlzzlo 


(V, i Da Phncrand RerfThr IjmtCmatu 


FRIDAY 


3.11 

[ visual art] 

+ HELP! I’M A ROCK! 

In this whimsical Nolibs 
trunk show, nursery-friendly 

Chi Idren's book illustrator 
Zachariah OHora generally 
slays within the realm of cute 
and fuzzy for his aciy lie pai nt- 
ings and knickknacks — but 


add in a little Frank Zappalhe 
describes himself as an obses- 
sive fan), and those smiley- face 
picture-book creatures freak 
out, channeling Zappa's fond- 
ness for ugly churds and off- 
killer melodies. Basically it's an 
ugly -cute kind of thing. 



819N.SrcandSt^ 2/S-667-K099. 


[ comedy ] 

+ MICHAEL 
IAN BLACK 

Thanks to VH1, everyone 
knows what Michael Ian Blade 
was up to in the '80s. But on 
Friday, the comedian/poker 
star puts his Rubik's Cube 
aside to record his Comedy 
Central standup special . Very 
Famous, 1 ive at the Troc. So 
what's he dishing on nowa- 
days?^ runny man drew 
inspiration from personal 
experiences, creating material 
that'll be both offensive and 


laugh-so -hard -you -fart funny. 
Plus, he hints that he has some 
special tricks up his sleeve for 
Philadelphia. There wiU be 
a 30-minute dance tribute to 
Ben Frimklin."That'sso new- 
millennium. 



[ classical ] 

+ PIFFARO 

How about a little avant-garde 
Ital ian music? Avant-garde 
circa mid-16th century, that 
ia Remarkably, this music can 
still sound fresh, even new, to 
our jaded ears, especially as 
rendered by Philly's world- 
class Renaissance ensemble 
Piffaro.They will play the mad- 
rigals. dances and fantasias of 
the city of Ferrara, which at the 
time ushered in a bright new 
style of music.The band willbe 
joined by guests Ellen Hargis, 


soprano, and theviolingToup 
The King’s Noyse. 



[sexed] 

+ DANCING 
WITH MYSELF 

We learned it in high school, 
and the sentiments still hold 
blissfully true: The only sure 
way to avoid pregnancy and 
STDs is to masturbate. In 
celebration of our good friends 
Rosie Palmes- and Franky Fin- 
gers, Screw Smart is throwing 

vaudeville performances by 
Miss Mary Wanna. Chlamydia 
DeH'Arte and the Liberty City 
Kings. But stick around Tor 
the post -show dance party 





4.09 ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 


SHOWBOAr^ATLftNTIC CITY 


Jdgmminct 


For Complete Concert Listings Log On To 


H aB Show and buffet packages available! 

Stay the night in VIP-style in one of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 

HOB Suite packages available on Ticks fmastercom. 


and [the party) turned into 
a human sauna, and people 
were stripping down,” says 
coordinator Kira Manser. "It 



new “PendulunTexhibi t. Ten 
artists — including Michael 
Ajero, Maijorie Grigonis and 
Sally EckhofT-use self- 
portraits. black-and-white as 
well as color phot ography and 


explore 


e United Si 


+ PENDULUM 

Umberto Eco and Edgar Allan 
Poe were certainly inspired 
by the hypnotic swing of the 
pendulum . but South Philips 
Midwives Collective look 


How far they've come in a year. 
Last winter. Philly sluwpunk 
four- piece Creepoid had a fuzzy, 
blissed -out. home-recorded 
7-inch tailed Yellow Life Giver 
and a sweet first show opening 
for Best Coast at asold-out Bar- 
bary.On//orae//«i ven —their 
1-length debut inlet 






' Recoids — the band feeds its 
j languid folk tones through a 
] roaring '90s Big Muff pedal. 

i just likt- Yellow Life Giver, but 


the output is smoothed and less 
constrained, which shews hew 
dynamic Croepoid's songs can 
be when not washed in static. 
Anna TYoxcU’s fever dream 
poet jam “Spirit Birds" recalls 
I kit 1 1 Smith: the mournfulduet 
"Stranger” tips its hat to Beck's 
Sea Change. And the epic, in- 



tense "Enabler" rips down walls 
on par with The Melvins.'IYimor- 
row's gig at Johnny Brenda's is 
file band's big bon voyage before 
they lead acaravan ofPlnlly 
acts down to Austin for South 
By Southwest 






the agenda 


SATURDAY 


3.12 

[ festival ] 

+ FESTIVAL OF 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 

The day has come to celebrate 
the dorky things that earned 
you wedgies in high school. 

The second annual New 
Jersey Festival of Electronic 
Arts is an all-day affair that 
highlights innovations in the 
electronic industry through 
seminars and exhibitions 
— including an e-drum circle 
where attendees can plug in 
their gadgets to create music. 
Other festivities include light 
paintings, video sculptures, 
ambient soundscapes and ex- 
perimental music to showcase 
the hipper side of electronics. 
As if such a thing exists. 

— Massimo Pulclnl 


Sal., March 12. 1.6p.m., free with 
Sculptor* Way, Hamilton. S J , 609-566- 


[ film ] 

+ NE CHANGE RIEN 

Pedro Costa’s portrait of 
French chanteuse/actress 
Jeanne Balibar finds his 
camera pointing into the usual 
spaces of the music documen- 
tary stages, dressing rooms, 
recording studios — but the 

chiaroscuro images he captures 
render these mundane places 
with stark, sensuous mystery. 
Balibar’s face, a spotlight, the 
white pickguard of a guitar 
— each becomes an oasis of 
harsh light in a grainy pool of 



black, which we’re left to pon- 
der as Costa allows each shot to 
linger for interminable lengths 
without a cut or camera move. 
The Portuguese director leaves 
information as much in the 
shadows as his subjects; you 
won't leave the theater having 
learned much of anything 
about Balibar* s career or life. 


Instead, Costa concentrates 
intently on the tedium and 
repetition of this seemingly 
glamorous lifestylo, as Balibar 
struggles to come to grips with 
the rhythm of a sample from 
Curtis Mayfield’s "Superfly” 
or is coached phrase by phrase 
through an Offenbach piece 

remains distanced and mum 
on whether he wants his audi- 
ence to appreciate the singer’s 
magnetism or be appalled by 

outside of a sultry/breathy 
(read: French) range, but his 
unwavering stare allows ample 
time to weigh and dissect either 
alternative, 

—Shaun Brady 

Sat, March 12, 7 p.m, $6, Ibrahim 
3701 Che, tout St, 215 367-5125, 

[ Igbtq ] 

+ DOMINATRIX 
GAYBINGO 

The Bingo Verifying Divas 
(BVDs) are ditching their gau- 
dy sequins and floofy feather 
boas for leather and whips, but 



Dominatrix GayBingo is really 
all about tenderness. A month- 
ly charitable affair benefiting 
Philly AIDS Fund, GayBingo 
is celebrating 15 years calling 
numbers and raising money 
— more than $2,5 million so far 
for residents in the Delaware 
Valley affected by HIV and 
AIDS. As always, the BVDs, 
including drag queens Carlota 
Ttendant. Summer Clearance 
and Thundershowers, will 
roller skate around the room 
checking cards and delivering 
cash prizes to the winners. But 
if they’ re really gotting into the 
dominatrix theme, you may 
want to prep your fanny for an 
ass whooping or two. 

— Josh Middleton 


Sat .March 12, 7-9 pm, $20-325, 



[DeVotchKA 







A SELECTIVE GUIDE TO WHAT BANOS IN 



nights 


I W Weekly 

b M Monthly 

Q 1 One-off 

S N/C No Charge 

£ * Breaks 

" A- Downtempo 


.* Drum 'n' Bass 
Dubstep/Garage 

# Electro 

* Experimental 
t Funk/Soul 

O Goth/Industrial 


• Hip-hop 

♦ House 

st: Progressive/ 

42 Reggae 


* Rock/Pop 
® Techno 

S Top 40/ 

Hip-hop/ R&B 
® Trance 

# World 



FRI., MARCH 11 


♦ ROC-A-FELLA 


1 RECORDS VS. NATIVE 
TONGUES 

NATIVE 

i • © Fluid w/Bo Bliz and DJ Phsh. 
i Themes are cool, people like themes. 

The folks at 21 5hiphop.com presented 
| this theme party a couple of years ago, 
and after reminiscing on how much fun 



it was they decided to bring it back. All the music will be trom the Roc-A-Fella 
and Native Tongues camps, and the crowd will decide their favorites by how 
hard they rock out to the sounds. If classic rap moves ya body, then this is the 
spot for you. Get ya hands in the air and bounce! S5. 





SAT., MARCH 12 


SORTED M v $ Barbary w/Dave 
Pak, Mika Z. Long-running bnt-pop 


PHILAOELPHY1NZ M « • « » 

® Medusa Lounge w/DJ Apt One. 
Skinny Friedman Parly] ami 


SUN., MARCH 13 


EL SOCIAL WliCl V « Alma 
Ycslndeed. MC Elixir Some grown 



MON., MARCH 14 

MAD DECENT MONDAYS W 

* * * Fluid w/TimDolla. 
Dirty South Joe, Uncle Ron. Suga 

guests, giveaways and all kind* of 


TUE., MARCH 15 



THUMPDAY M • ® UP Bar w/ 
DZA. Lucid Transport, Lady Prowl. 


I citypapeitnet 



mJXigRTij'5 

I RRSTMMANT * IRISH »AR ^ 

3 1116 VWInut Street, Philadelphia 

HAPPY 

ST. PATTY’S DAY 


4/io • Loudon Wainwright III 


Guinness Harp Smitbwick $ 

30 Drafts » SO Bolt/e Beers | 

21d.B2T.7676 

Happy St. Patty's Day! 

WWW.MORIAHTYSPUB.COM 


xJJUBBS. 


Czpe LfVe 


TWf RESIDENTS 


3 /23 « J. Mascis w 


5 • Barefoot Truth 


3 / 26 . The Wood Brothers 

WITH SETH WALKER 


3/27 • Duke Special 


3/30 • Kaki King w 


3/3i • Jessica Lea Mayfield 

DANIEL MARTIN MOORl 


4/8 • Boris Garcia 


4/22 • Feini Kuti & Positive Force 



shoppingspree 



don't be turned off when you hear they were Inspired by butterflies. Sure, 
Marlah Carey's fluttering mascot Is a little juvenile when used as a print, 
but Lane's bright collection focuses less on childish whimsy and more on 
metamorphosis. 'Butterflies capture the essence of what it means to be a 
woman," Lane says, 'and the transformation process of becoming a woman. " 
Her practical dresses are never fussy (most are great for biking), so you don't 
have to be iiber-girly to pull them off. Lane's also busting out sale items from 
her last two seasons; for scrap-happy shoppers, she even hinted at some 
one-of-a-kind pieces made from fabnc remnants. 

At Arcadia's NoLibs headquarters. Lane's trunk show is running in con- 
junction with the exhibit “Help! I'm a Rock!," Zachariah OHora’s collection 
of innocent but mysterious paintings (for the Zappa connection, see p. 33), 
and the whole shebang will be fueled by Johnny Brenda's-provided snacks. 
If this is a sign of spring, we say bring it Trunk show and exhibit, Fri., March 
11, 5-9p.m.. free. Arcadia Northern Liberties. 81 9 N. Second St.. 215-667- 
8099: trunk show. Sat. March 12. 11 a.m.-5p.m„ Arcadia Rittenhouse, 265 
S. 20th St. 267-519-3634: arcadiaboutique.com. 




SUNDAY wryly relatalilo sense of humor 



West Coast indie rap groups 
and on his highly likable solo 
outings over the last decade 

on 2008 s Murs for President ) — 
but LA rapper Murs has never 
had a true break-out moment. 

A quick listen to just about any 
of his various projects, however, 
should illuminate the reasons 
for his longevity: He's got an 
appealingly plainspoken story- 
telling style, an understated but 
unflinching social conscious- 
ness counterbalanced by a 


3.14 

[ folk/rock/pop/reading ] 

+ ROBYN HITCH- 
COCK/JOE BOYD 

Jersey boy Joe Boyd moved 
to London in 1965 and helped 



i i hoaiod 






$4 HAPPY HOUR 


J°P 

SOMATA ® 21 


„ THS 
\WEONETTES 

' 1 

y ../NOTHING 

■ -3 


iii.ii.ii.it:: 1 , 


Volbeat 3/24 • The Dirty Heads 3/25 
Civil Twilight 4/2 • Collie Buddz 4/9 
KT Tunstall 4/10 • The Go! Team 4/14 
The Mountain Goats 4/15 
Hie AP Tour feat. Black Veil Brides 4/16 
Soulive 4/22 * Further Seems Forever 4/28 
of Montreal 4/29 


•<" r"? . 

1130am - 2am — - — ~~ T~~ -- - quality food 

dailv until 1c 


1224 s. 15th st. 215.98519600 
Iphiladelphia, pa goodogbar.com 








SIIKCITYPHILIV.COM 
SIH & SPRING GAR OEM 


THURSDAY 3/10 
MO SS NO PROBLEMS 


FRIDAY 3/1 1 
PEX VS PLAYLOOP 
LEE MAYJAHS? 
DJ EVERYDAY 


SATURDAY 3/12 

DJ DEEJAY 


SUNDAY 3/13 

SUNDAE PM 
DJ LEE JONES 
& DJ DIRTY 


TUESDAY 3/15 

' PLANET BEAM" 

MAMSDMM * PlANl! COCMAf 


FRIDAY 3/18 
SO SPECIAL 
EMYND & BO BUZ 



3/23: Perpetual Groove 
w/ Psychedelphia 
& Zuogma 

9pm $12»t**/$15D.O£. All Ages 


3/26: WXPN Welcomes 
Jeffrey Gaines 
Si Tommy Conwell 


38th * Cheetirut 

wK.thpblockley.com 





















the room to this stuff, you’re 
dead inside. 



TUESDAY 


3.15 


[ electronic ] 

+ CRYSTAL CASTLES/ 
TEENGIRL FANTASY 

Regardless of whatever ex- 
travagantly decadent images 
might be conjured up by the 
conjunction of Crystal Castles 
(pictured) andTeengirl Fanta- 
sy (er. ahem), these two duos 
make semi-incongruous bed- 
fellows — even if they share 
a fondness for woozy, grainy 

rent electro sonics. Though 
Toronto’s Castles softened 
and expanded their sound last 
year on their second self-titled 



LP (Universal), they still do a 

warped, aggressive 8-bit pop, 
foregrounded by Alice Glass' 
emphatic vocalising. Teengirl 
Fantasy, meanwhilo, trend 



loosely beat-based, end of the 
synth-wave/gase/daze/crase 
spectrum, instrumental save 
for a few well-situated R&B 
ghosts floating through the 
twinkling blur. Their debut 
7AM (Merok) is aptly titled to 
evoke a dreamy early-mom- 



WEDNESDAY 


3.16 


[ singer-songwriters ] 

+ ROCKY V0T0LAT0/ 
MAH POND PA 

If you're into a certain kind of 
deep, autumnal folk-rock, this 
double bill should hit you where 
you like to be hurt. Riding the 
strength of their earthy voices, 
painfully poignant lyrics and 
unabashedly melodic guitars, 
Rocky Votolato and ageless 
Philly expat Matt Pond both 

year. And both have already 
been through town since then. 
Call this a victory lap. 

—Patrick Rapa 


the agenda 


year’s One Book, One Philadel- 
phia, the Free Library is throw- 
ing a big shindig. Not only will 

reading from War Dances and 
The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian, but students 
from the Curtis Institute of 
Music will perform a composi- 
tion inspired by his words. "His 
stories tend to draw on his 

ordinator Sara Strickland. "And 
people love to talk to him about 


autobiographical and which are 



Wed , March 16, 6:4S p m , free. Free 





[ festival/reading ] 

+ ONE BOOK, ONE 
PHILADELPHIA FINALE 

lb drop the curtain on this 




&TROCAPERO THEATRES 



MANTIS ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 

MANTIS METAL MADNESS 

ATROPHIA. MINUTIA, DEAD FROM THE CURE. POLARIS. 
PRIMORDIAL GORE. SMILE AS SHE CRIES. 5YBERIA 

SATURDAY 3/12 



DIPLOMATS REUNION TOUR 

icatuiing Cam’ron, Jim Jones, 

Juelz Santana & Freeky Zekey 

THURSDAY 3 '24 



BLACK UPS 



at The Balcony; 

1 The American Myth, Take #12, and Haenlkker 

Mi key Galactic pan 1 The Anchor Boys, American 
Royally, Giving Chase, The Noid :(ag*2U) 

ESI 

ZOOLANDER ; Movie Monday :age2H 


-Jr 1003 Arch Street Philadelphia - 215.922.6888 
thetioo.com - myspaco.com/thetrocaderotheatfe 
Tlcketmaster 1.800.745.3000- Ucketmastar.com 









Designation ol some meat markets 


35 Use as a reference 



f&d 


foodanddrink 


S portio n control 


LOW TIDE 


YflMAKI SUSHI 1 209 S. 20th St, 215-545-2388. 
OpenMon.-Thu., 11:30 am. -9:30 p.m.; Fri., 11:30 
a.m.-IOp.m.; Sat., 4:40 pjn.-IO p.m.; dosed Sun. 
Appetixrs, soupsandsalads.S1.50-S8.50: sushi 
and sashimi. S2.95-SI0.95: specialty rolls, S4.95- 
$12.95. BYOB. 

>- HOLDING DOWN A nondescript box of a 
spxe on the near-silentsirip of 20th Street between 
Walnut and Locust Yamaki Sushi epitomizes the 
humble-budget sushi spot: minimal decor, a kitchen 
cordoned off by a bit of curtain, a searing neon 
"OPEN” signoutsideand a minuscule dining room 
with an operational M3TurboAirFreezertuckedinto 
one corner. Low prices mean pleasing the thrifty 
makl eater is jobone at Patrick YUenand ErwinWu's 
BYO — but it's true that you getwhat you pay for. 

Take the 16-piece “Sashimi Regular" spread, 
done up with red snapper, salmon and two kinds of 
tuna (the butteryhalf-moons of white tuna being ttie 
bestJ.AtSI 8. itsa steal; down the street a competi- 
torcharges nearly 10 bucte morefortwofewercuts 
offish. But itdoesnt really matterhow plentiful your 
bites are when there's such inconsistency — some 
sash imi pieces arrived gl isteni ng and bright whi le 
others (mostly notably the all-too-com mon bluefm) 
were flaccid and dull. When we tacked octopus 
andsquid sashimi onto atakeoutorderon another 
night, the octo came out nice while hiscephalopod 
brethren tasted bland and rubber-tough. 

There are hits and misses among Yamaki's roll 
selection, too. One night's mango- wrapped eat-in 
special, with shrimptempura.avocadoand fragile, 
candy-like coconut chips, was a pleasantly sweet 
distraction; another night's “Crazy Horse" roll, a fat 
dude-friendly deep-fried situation that promised to 
contain elementslikeeggandroe within its battered 
armor, instead featured a confusingly random mix of 
various cooked fish. (Eel certainly wasn't listedon 
the menu, but itwas definitely all up in there — and 
it was pretty tasty, for what its worth.) 

Yamaki's grinningly named “Spicy Girl” roll won 
usoverwith its steady sriracha-esque chili heat 
while a“Fuji Roll.' twisted up with crisp salmon 
skin and crispierlettuce along kani and avocado, 
dominated the crunch department But this sushi 
stand's strangest specialty roll is also the one I'm 
most conflicted oven Listed under the “Cheese 
Steak" section ofthe menu, Yam ale s “Black Pepper 
NYSteak'combinescheesesteak meat plus squig- 
gly opaque cheese, inside a vinegared-rice shell . 
It feels and tastes so very wrong — yet the $6.95 
price tag feels so very right 

(drew.la20r@citypaper.netl 



THIS OLD HOUSE 

Stephen Starr puts some English on it at the 
wacky, winding Dandelion. By Adam Erace 


THE DANDELION | 124 S 18th St., 215-558-2500, tlwdandelionpub.com. 
Lunch Mon.-Fri., 1 1:30a jn. -3 p.m.:tea daily, 3-5 pm.; dinner Mon. -Thu., 5- 
11 p.m.: Fri.-SaL, 5 p.m.-nud: Sun., 5-10 p.m.: hrum'll Sat. -Sun.. 11 :30 a jn.- 
3 p.m. Appetizers and snacks, S4-S21 : entrees, $10-$28;desserts, S7-S18. 

“ ight this way." 

!■£ The nymph-like hostess smiled a pretty smile and started 

I ■ up the flowered-carpet cascade to the second -story dining 
room ofThe Dandelion. Rambling across twin ^ 

18thStreetproperties,thisisStephenStarr’s 
most elaborate stage yet, a clever, kitschy British 


(olppeatt 


the walls, and fireplaces spout sayings straight 
out of Chicken Soup for the Anglophile Soul. 

“Fear knocked at the door,” reads the adage emblazoned on the 
main-floormantle. "Faith Answered. No one was there,” 

We passed that quotable cherrywood on the path to my table 
upstairs. Was it a long walk? Or did it just feel that way, as I 
ambled through The Dandelion’s paisley-print alcoves, canine- 
themed salons, wide stairwells and narrow switchbacks? It was 
dark and late, and the paned windows looked blacked out between 
their lacy curtains, but the restaurant was bumping. 


Atmosphere playing as large a role as food is a Starr constant, 
and for The Dandelion, designer Shawn Hausman has wrought an 
aura more freewheeling than his Parc — but no less finely tuned. 
There’s a certain magic inhabiting these old buddings, residing 
under the creaky floorboards and behind the faded wallpaper. 

The rose-scented Scotch Honeysuckle and the Beer Flip, an eye- 
brow-raisingelixirof rum, stout, raw egg, orange marmalade and 
grated nutmeg (“Better than it sounds," the waitress assuaged), 
were rather slow to arrive. At least she was right about the Beer 
Flip: Served in a half-pint, it was like a gentlemanly float, with a 
subtle chocolate/orange flavor. 

The food came quickly, though, the Berkshire pork pate act- 
ing as a fine introduction to chef Robert Aikens, a 40-year-old 
Englishman with offal abilities out the bum. The pate provided a 
fruitful journey, pig being a perfect backdrop to lashings of brandy, 
port, bay, thyme, onion and shallot, while 
pureed chicken livers folded into it hit the 
right chord of funk. 

Foie gras fared even better. It came as a 
generous pad seared and served with crisp 
bacon, balsamic-shallot jus and a sunny-side-up duck egg basted 
in foie fet — something Aikens used to do at his twin brother Tom's 
Michelin-starred restaurant in London. He’s convinced me ham 
hocks are a good idea for ultra -rich mac and cheese, and he’s gotten 
Rittenhouse princesses to try black pudding when they'd likelier go 
for the ladylike (and flavorful!) butter lettuce salad dappled with 
honey vinaigrette. Aikens imports his blood sausage, but Fd only 
want it housemade if he could replicate this version’s haunting clove 
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NEW HAPPY 
HOUR SPECIALS! 

5 Monday Thru Friday 4-6pm 
$2 OFF ALL DRAFTS 
$s WELL DRINKS 
is GLASSES OF WINE 
SPECIAL $2 DOMESTICS 

(a different bottle on special every day) 

ALL N £W HAPPY OUR 
APPETIZER MENU! 

NEW LUNCH SPECIALS 
Monday thru Friday ii:jo to 2:50 
$1 OFF ALL SANDWICHES 
$2 OFF ALL ENTREES 
BRUNCH 

SAT & SUN AT 10AM - } PM 

637 N. 3rd Street . PHILADELPHIA 

215 - 627-6711 


Drinking 
is advised. 
Eating is 
encouraged. 
Satisfaction 
is standard. 


LUNCH AND A BEER SPECIAL 
Monday through Friday 
Only $10.00! 


e Ctjjee -f 


215.789.6136 
1701 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 


♦ This Old House 

“On a busy Saturday, 
we’re doing 650 cov- 
ers.” They seat 160. 

scent. The perfume carried through the scallops that the 
inky sausage hid beneath, a modem surf-and-turf rising 
from a carpet of wilted Brussels and fruity apple puree. 

Aikens has cooked either in England or New York his 
whole career, and before coming down to do a tasting for 
Starr, he’d never been to Pliilly. Now he rents a spot on 
Tasker, and judging from the crowds, he’s the toast of 
Rittenhouse. "On a busy Saturday, we’re doing 650 cov- 
ers,” Aikens estimates. The Dandelion seats 160. 

I believe it, especially when just a few minutes after 
opening one weeknight, the front bar was already a mob 
scene of pinstripes and sensible skirts. English cask ales 
flowed. Two bartenders hustled, operating the draft han- 
dles like bulldozer controls. I tended bar for 10 years; I 
understand what this is like. Two minutes ticked by. Four 
more passed while I studied the Tudor chandeliers and 
the giant cow statue up in the rafters. 1 waited another 
two minutes before abandoning my spindle-legged stool 
for a window-front two-top cared for by a warm, speedy 
waitress. I’ll never dog a bartender for being busy, but at 
least say hi and tell me you’ll be right with me. 

The evening I ate in the dining room — when I was 
unfortunately recognized as soon as I walked in — the 
staff was on top of me like moms at a shoe sale. It was a 
tornado of white oxfords, descending with fresh silver, 
clean napkins and fastidious table-crumbing. On critic 
alert, Dandelion's diligent crew never even allowed the 
water glasses to get pessimistic. 

And yet knowing I was there didn’t prevent the over- 
cooking of sticky toffee pudding to a leathery consistency, 
or going dill overboard on the poached/smoked trout-and- 
salmon pate. Other slips were more in conception than 
execution. Aikens might adore curry and cauliflower, 
but nobody at my table liked the pasty puree of the duo 
beneath a beautiful crisp-skinned black bass. And while 1 
appreciate that the oatmeal crackers on the cheese board 
are housemade, their flavor distracted from the Quickes 
cheddar, Shropshire blue and Caerphilly they’re sup- 
posed to silently support. (The honey, quince paste and 
grape chutney, meanwhile, were ideal conspirators.) 

Though not locally raised, as one server informed us, the 
LaFrieda strip steak was worthy of Barclay Prime, seeth- 
ing with traces of 28-day dry-aged musk and as perfectly 
cooked as the flaky Chatham cod cocooned in Yards beer 
batter. “I was adamant about putting fish and chips on the 
menu,” Aikens says, “and it’s our top seller.’’The secret: He 
fries in beef lat. It takes 200 pounds of raw fat and New 
York strip trimmings four to six hours to transform into 
enough liquid gold to fill a deep-fryer, a process completed 
two to three limes a week. You can taste the labor in the 
substantial, savory taste of cod and thick-cut chips. 

Refresh with the Eton Mess, whose sloppy calling card 
belies a cool composition of passion fruit, coconut, mango, 
meringue kisses and vanilla Chantilly cream. After a din- 
ner consisting primarily of cheese and beef fat, something 
this light felt invigorating. So does The Dandelion, which, 
beneath all the drama and plaid cloth and floral-print 
paper, is actually a pretty good restaurant. 

(adam.erace@citypaper.net) 


[ this week In eats ] 


+ WHAT’S COOKING 



Chet's Collaboration at The Comer Tue., March 15, 

6 and 8:30 p.m., $50 ► John Taus ofThe Corner (second 
from left) has organized local cheis — David Katz ofM6me, 
Andrew Wood ofFork, Peter Woolsey of Bistrot La Minette 
and Matt Levin of Adsum — to participate in this mul- 
ticourse dinner focusing on “modern takes on American 
comfort food." Expect dishes like Katz’s “Cochon du lait” 
with ham hock/black-eyod pea stew, fried Brussels sprouts, 
green tomato marmalade and Creole mustard; or Taus’ 
crawfish and sweetbreads with pickled jalapeno grits. The 
Comer, 102 S. 13th St., 215-735-7500. thephiUycorner.com. 

Third Annual Stout Brunch at Johnny Brenda's Sat., 
March 12, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., pay as you go >• JB’s will be 
tapping more than 10 craft stouts this weekend — Dock 
Street's Satellite Stout, Dogfish Head's Chicory Stout 
and PBC’s Shackamaximum, to name a few — to fuel a 
brunch-y fSte. The usual brunch menu will be provided 
with an added full Irish breakfast (’tis the season for 
black pudding and Irish beans!). Johnny Brenda's, 1201 
N. FrankfordAve., 215-739-9684, .johnnybrendas.com 

A Taste of Philadelphia by Quince Productions Sun., 
March 13,5 p.m., $25 ► Take part in a marriage of visual 
and culinary arts by joining Quince at the Artists' House 
Gallery. Check out work from emerging painters and 
illustrators while you graze on fare provided by Garces 
Trading Co.,Tria, Kanella, Maru Global, S&H Kabob 
House and Xochitl. Naked Chocolate’s got the sweets 
covered. A raffle — including prizes as big as a Bahamas 
trip — is also in order. The Artists' House Gallery, 57 N. 
Second St., 215-627-1088, quinceproductions.com. 

Zahav Presents: The Klezmer Carnival Thu., March 
17,6p.m., $35 (includes food only ) ► As a lighthearted 
alternative to St. Patrick's Day, Zahav will be hosting 
a carnival centered upon Eastern European merri- 
ment, complete with a fire breather! While the West 
Philadelphia Orchestra performs traditional klezmer 
music, chef Michael Solomonov will present a menu com- 
posed of blintzes, borscht, schnitzel, hamantaschcn and 
other familiar savory delights. Ice-cold vodka and other 
libations will be available at the bar a la carte. Zahav, 237 
St. James Place, 215-625-8800, zahavrestaurant.com. 

—Laurel Rose Purdy 






GREEN BEER 
GREEN CHEER 
OUR 151 st 
YEAR! 


Celebrate St. Patrick's Day 
at McGillin's 

Philadelphia's Oldest and 
Most Authentic Irish Pub! 

March IZ - St. Patrick's Warm Up-City-wide Bar Crawl 

March 13 -St. Patrick's Day Parade 

March IZ - St. totrick’s Day - Doors Open at 10AM 

McGillin's™ 1 ™ 

Hide Ale Hnuse 
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Haute Mexican? 
Haute Mexican! 


After ten successful years 
in northeast Philadelphia, 
Paloma Mexican Haute 
Cuisine has relocated to 
Bella Vista. 

Serving dinner only. 
Reservations recommended. 


CPaloma 

'TKcxhw. Jinuht Gu/jina 

763 South 8th Street 
(corner of 8th & Fultonl 
www.palomalinedining.com 
www.iacebook.com/palomarestaurant 
215.928.9500 




LevelUp Your Burger ® PYT 


$5 for $10 Worth of Food & Drink 

$8 for $18 Worth of Food & Drink 
$12 for $30 Worth of Food & Dmk 


LevelUp Deals that get better as you use them! 

TheLevelUp.com Grab the "LevelUp" App for iPhone and Android! 



GOOD NEWS! 
GREAT DEALS: 

S13 Only For Choice of 3 Rolls St 1 Appetizer 
CHECK OUT MASTER CHEF BENNY' S NEW SPECIALS EVERY TWO WEEKS! 


BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE 20% OFF! 

Dine In Only 



Sushi. Sashimi. Soup, Salad and 1 Appetizer, ONLY $45 

tip: 1/31/11 

522 Sinth 5th St. Philadelphia. PA 19147 . WWW.MOMIJIUS.COM 

T. (215) 574-1557. (215) 629-5555 F. (215) 629-5555 

Closed Mondays . Check Out Our Menu For Amazing Prices 
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Now serving) 


GIRARD 6( 
MONTGOMERY 
215.739.1700 
KRAFTWORKBAR.COM 


KRAFTW@RK 


Brunch 

Saturday & 
Sunday 

1 0:30am - 3pm 


Cedars 


MIDDLE EASTERN & LEBANESE CUISINE SINCE I98t 

WtdiUiianuui Culiisu. . X)pt/i 7 dtujb a. tuuk. 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves. Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2 ni Street 
215.925.4950 
www.cedarsrestaurant.com 


TOASTY 

WARM 

SANDWICHES 

l o»i > \ i rwr * r wj* 


1200 Walnut St 
p: 215-546-1039 


An AnqENTmAN ItaMan BYO 


943 S. 9"' Street . Philadelphia. PA 19147 

215.925.0900 

www.twitter.com/943byob 


ATTENTION 

CRABLOVER 

LOOKING FOR A TRUE CRAB HOUSE? 
It's just 25 minutes from Philadelphia in Burlington, NJ 
OPEN ALL WINTER 

Wc are a true crab house since 1 961 serving Blues from 
Maryland & New Jersey Snow, Dungeness, King and best of all 

WE ARE DIRECT IMPORTERS OF JUMBO UP TO 
MONSTERS PACIFIC BLUES FROM THE WEST 
COAST OF BAJA CALIFORNIA 

(they are sweeter & heavier then their American cousins) 


Snow, Dungeness, 
Blues & King Crab 
Parts 7 Days a week 


crabeatery.com 



NOW SEATING 


The Farm and Fisherman | Cheffing couple Joshua 
and Colleen Lawler tonight debut The Farm and 
Fisherman, a 30-seat BYOB in the former Paul. Area 
natives both, the Lawlers put in a bunch of time cooking 
in New York — Colleen at the likes of BLT Market and 
Picholine, Joshua most recently as chef de cuisine at Dan 
Barber’s Blue Hill at Stone Baras — before returning to 
Philly to opon their own joint. The intimate setting will 
allow them to switch up the seasonal and locally sourced 
menu frequently. Opening dishes include a confit of blue- 
fish atop a warm fingeriing salad with local yogurt; a pan- 
cetta-wrapped poached farm egg over kale; and Lancaster 
County chicken with picklcd/roastcd mushrooms, machc 
and verbena-scented carrots. The restaurant is open for 
dinner Tuesday to Sunday from 5 to 10 p m l 120 Pine St., 
267-687-1555, thcfarmandfisherman.com. 

WAITING LIST 

Hop Sing Laundromat | Opening in early spring, Hop 
Sing Laundromat is a shrouded-in-mystery craft cocktail 
operation on the 1000 block of Race Street in Chinatown. 
Here’s what we do know: The suraameless proprietor, 
Lee, is building a 40-foot-long bar that will hold close to 
1,000 bottles of booze. Enter off the street and you’ll end 
up inside an operational shoe-shine stand that'll double 
as a waiting area. In the bar’s first few weeks of existence, 
management will distribute cards good for complimen- 
tary drinks; guests will vote on their faves as a means of 
tightening up the menu. 1029RaceSt. 

LITTLE VITTLES 

Mica ( 8609 Germantown Ave.), from chefs Chip Roman 
and Jason Clchonski. will open on March 18. > Bistrot 
La Minette (623 S. Sixth St.) has completed an expansion 
of its bar; it now has room for eight. 

or call 2 15-735-8444, ext. 218 








[i love you, i hate you] 


50K DOWN THE DRAIN 



FOOD DUMP! 

[ recently was at this well-known barat-lthc 
whatever the other day. It's been around for c 
years and 1 can't understand why. This place 
The food isso over priced and the creepy mar 
followed me around stalking me for my num I 
The bathroom was small as hell and wait sta 

Your all assholes who should just kUlyoursel 
I hate this place and its staff 1 cant believe tl 

macnnd iheese a-CheT. 1 saw mice just run 
around and everyone acted like it was norma 
hope your restaurant closes down for good. 

I HATE YOU! 

You are making me start to hate you more an 

with myself. I think about how you used me a 
and over and 1 allowed you to do so tike a fool 


www.LotsOfEvents.com 

1 - 888 - 600-5999 


take thedooroITthe fucking hinges’ It make, 

that, other people live around you, how in 
ate of you to do something like that! Why the fuck 
did you move next to me in the fucking li ret place? 

I hope you understood what the fuck a row-home 

home is next to someone and they can basically 
hear everything that you do in the house. Why 
not. be courteous and not slam the door. 1 wish 1 
could throw a brick in your face to see how you like 
that shit, and understand that shit hurts, and you 
slamming that door hurts, because 1 getstartled 

WHATTHE FUCK! 


that? You make me insane, afternearly a decade, 
and I know that you will continue to do so until the 
zombies eat us both. 1 know that you’re not spine- 
less, That's why 1 picked you cause you won't just 
"yes ma'am” me. Thank you for taking care of me & 


Is. please stop leaving your 


owner. I f I wasn't I waul d be even more pissed off. 
Please tell me why people feel they don't have to 
pickup theirdogshit?This isn’t fucking Paris 

of Pine Street every tree bed has at least two piles 
of shit in it. Stop being lazy fucks and pick it up. If 
I ever catch anybody leaving shit on the ground , be 
ready to be tailed out, and I'm a total bitch so III 
embarrass the shit out you.literally. 1 encourage 


really ca 


t believe that I believe that yo 




alcoholic babysitter/ patron saint tounclaimed How dare you do something like that and tell me 
ley-babies. Not once. Not twice. Three times : that you arc just telling one person about some- 
. Please, just let me be hungover in peace. thing 1 said. How fucking dare you! I think that 


did the shit because I haven't 
and it makes me sick that you are 
ust doing what you want to do and it is fucking 
ailing me! I hate when youstay away from me 
lut now it is making me fucking suspicious that 
ou are doing something and I become more and 

laving keys to my house. Are you standing over me 


pt* ADS ALSO APPEAH/ 














apartment marketplace ° nL: ? !com 


3rd Hr, Ig BB/LR. hi, BA. 215 477-6769 


7th * Rockland ... 

handicap accessible. Call 215-472-2717 


<a: 215-430*0737 c 


Shared. $1350 Call (267)226-2097 


33xxN Park Ave Studio Aot S500/mo, 



3rd Hr 267-977-5194 


)., 2672716601 or 215 4163757 


The Julian Apts- S600 Ogontz Avo 


Students, Senior Citizen sA Sec 8 Welcome! 


36xx N 19th 1 br A 2br SS4S-S564 eutils 




o. 610675.7566 


m: 


PHA vouchers accepted 215-966-9371 


5220 Wayne Aye. Studio A lbr_ 


im efficiency 215-783-4736 


sp Call lor appt 215-758-5435 


rk. walk/bike trolls 


Lux. IBR’5 Newly dec, w/w.g/d.n/c cable 
215-233-3322, 215-275-1457 


Philadelphia Areas 1,2,3 8R Apt. Rent to 




sc. 215-548-2259 


0*. 


ee. 215.500.7808 


(HE5TNUT HU/MT. AIRT AfTS 


>v, 1 block to public trans, quiet 
et, lst/lest 4 sec. 267-456-6068 


Wadsworth & Cheltenham area IBr, 
LR. hitch, 1st lit, Coll 215-233-1410 


IRA kitchen, 215-779-6914 


4 BR/2 BA $900* utils 

, security, Coll 215-224-6566 

RENOVATED Apts In WEST OAK LANE 



267-235-5952 


in. 267-539-8058 II Interested 


7333 Sachott SI. 


or, 215-300-9844 


3408 Rhawn St. 21 




.R. kit. 215.425.0164 


ABBY ROAD Spacious 2BR $E 


Grant & Academy 2br/lba $725*utils 
2nd II., w/d, oil st pikg 12671688-5252 


Paul St. Studio, $460 & up 1 BR: $580 
nest to I romp A shools. 215-255-5676 
Tacony: Vic 195 & Cottman 1 BR *625* 


★ ★★★★ 

Wallingford Luxury lbr+den $849+utils 


private bath & hitch $( 

8 Franklord (267)707-6129 


1529 Bristol St Furn Room $125/wk. 
in SSI OK 215-989-0554 


22nd A Hunting Park, renov. 
585-595 wk 2nd week I reel 211 


Inc hided, 5100/wk. SS 


p 52 0 0 iecu.it, dee, 267-595-5069 


5450/month. 12671670-6689 


S3xx N Broad, furnished room & 


56th & Locust: Irg clean rooms, kitcher 
-i;4 


Clearfield, 63rd 6 Market 215-726-1811 




City, N A W Phila $125/wk 610.667.0101 29th Street 


5400 moSSI syelcome 2878323286 f ’ 


$U0 **$£ Vwka^MOol Mfr 573SB833 


8R0AD St: Move In Special $190, Large 

cln furnished rms,w/w crpt315-681-3896 
Broad A Wyoming Area/Wost Phila. 
5110/week, fully furnished, private an- 
1 ranee, 5200 sec . SSIOK. 267-784-9284 


3. Moore A 24th clean, single occpant, 

re veril 5450/mo Rl 215-730-1613 


Church A Franklord, furn rm, 5100/wk. 

m.SSI A Vets wek, 610291.4448 


in apt, 585/wkc 5250 sec. 215-526-1455 


clodesall utils, mini fridge, 215-259-8666 
private bath A Htchen'215-783-4736 


4f4r 

Private entry, no drugs. (215)548-6083 
ews'rythjngTncl 5420/010 T67467-4595 18 ' 


■. BAA Ul. 2679392351 


Hunting Pk Fully Furnished Luxury Rms. 
Free utils A coble Avail now 267 331.5382 


KENSINGTON, Clean Furnished 
d tugs 530 0-5400, Call 16561465-6807. 
Lansdowne 5125/wk utils A cable Incl. 
use ol house, no smoking 484-469 0753 


Renov funs rooms 215-843-4481 


is. startmg5425 1267)414,5948 


et, 484.4772508 


North Phila. West Phila A Logan- Private 
tr, 570-512 5/wk * APT, 609-877-0375 


. Phila. 18xx W. Berks St., Furn Rooms, 


ns. AvI limned. 215-763-5565 




5115/wk, 267257.5454 


7 roomsavollobW, 575-5125 per w 


S.Phila-26th/Oaklord SIOO/wk-Renov 
at. shared bath/kltcH 215.787.7995 


. Phila Furn Rms SS A vets wi 


S. Phila A Hunting Park -n. 


SW Phila furnished rooms.useof 
• ’ in, shored BA, 267-285-3929 


SW A W Phila: $100-$150/wk, priv 
Iv enlty, single occy.267-597-1536 


A - Vic of 8roadA Erie. 

Seniors OK. 215-226-0321 





ig. 267-318-2764 


Uth S Christen J.g ( 4BR/28A $2,40 


S. Redfleld St. 3br $69S*utils 
meat, bkyid. porch (215)763-1433 


52 xx Penpridge 3BR/1.5BA $800<utlls 
hdwd firs, W/D. frige. 215-778-2140 


★ ★★★ 

64th A Elmwood 2BR $750* Sec 8 ok 
Granite kitchen, jacuzzi tub 215.463.6366 


W, W/D (215)668-9954 


w remod., c/a, 1 car gar. 215-601-5162 


N. 77th Street 3Br 
w renovated, Must 5eel 215-885-1700 
xxBrookhaven Rd. 3 BR 
rage, finished basement 856304.7947 



8 ok (61018349978 


TTTTi i»i.ht;li 

Near Cheltenham Mall 3 


6xxE Thayer St lbrA2br Section 8 Ok 
215-839-9211 or 732-267-2190 


>v. Sect 8 OK. (267)255-6286 


st. last A sec. Stephen 267-266-2514 


Knorr St. 4 BR/1.5 BA S98( 

Large ElK.big bock yard. 917-379-7302 


Call 917-939-6669 


ge. Sec. 8 OK 2679182684 


UPPER DARY 3br/1.5ba $1020* 

new crpt A paint, Sec 8 OK. 610.789.0217 


large, w/d, bsmt, fireplace (714)434-1009 

mWMilii 


2nd floor, A/C, w/d, d/w, tv, 215317.6379 



front. Totally remodeled. MUST SEE” Bldg 
5649 to view this Sundoy 3/6/2011 


Wildwood lbr Efficiency set 


4/24. 5/30, 6/12 (Race), 609-587-9493 


■SI! 


passenger door, clean title. 215-284-2340 


nt. Senior Citizen 215-922-6113 


sale, 57950 Lynn 215-928-9632 



mlpj'nfly bisded^OK^miles 215 4001568 


FORD Expedition 2003 $11,595 

Eddie Bauer* liras, very cln. 215805.5261 


distress sale TODAY. $6985 215.629.0630 



metfcuiousowner215-468-2900 I2-4pm 
CADILLAC SEVILLE 459 1993 $800 obo 
rebN trans,fmt end damage 2678158243 


Chevy Astro Van AW0 2001 $2750 obo 
CD, a/c,157hjas8ependable 215.301.6187 
Chevy Malibu 2000 $2,699 


CHRY5 PT Cruiser 2001 $2950 obo 

4cylauta Ltd Edl, nds TLC 2678252315 
Dodge So.. ,t 1994 $2250 - 

601 o.ig Inspected, 215-920-0929 1 


Ford 1998 Luxury High Top Conversion n 


FORD Crown Vic. 2 




tie. 215-922-2165 : 




MAZDA Pickup 4x4 IS 


!K. 267-825-2315 


unroof, 267.432.6364 7 


Nissan Maxima GLE If 


ac cond 215-715-5496 


PONTIAC SAFARI 1989 BEST OFFER * 
1C, 4 OOOR, 9 PASSENGER STATION 


Chev Impala L5 '03 loaded. S/R,CD$3500 *0 











TUESDAY-SATURDAY I 


\.avr was [arc 


(215)574-1599 


FREE DRINKING 
SMARTPHONE APP!!! 

Citypaper is very pleased to bring 
you our very first smartphone app! 

Just go to www.cltypaper.net and 
click our martini glass icon 

to find out more, or type in 

androiX marketplace, or UFackberry 


FAST FORWARD 

Jamie Moffett Media Do 
& Production 
Motion picture, promotio 


http^/jamiemoffctt.i 


; through 


3/18: WRNB 107.9 with 
Radio Host DC Todd 
3/25: The Illusions 
R&B Acts looking for bookings 

4/1: Ceaser Live Soul & Aries 
Birthday Party - Call to 
Book Your Party Now! 


Bored? Lonely? 

Quality Company. Quality Tir 
Massage, etc. 

YOUR Location, 24:7 
Cash & Credit Cards Accepti 
Call Now: 215-969-4759 
cdcnlovc.friendlynow.coni 


MARCH 


Cafe © lilt 

BRUNCH 

ALL DAY. EVERY DAY. 

• ■o.pl monday> | 9.™ - Dp- 

lit, PA 191 £2 > SIS. <22.1011 I nraulltllue 


Building Blocks to Total Fitness 

12 Years of experience. Offering 

Specialize in osteoporosis, injuries, 
special needs. In home or at 

I BUY RECORDS, CD’S, DVD’S 


The Waitstaff Sketch Comedy 
Troupe Presents 

The Real Housewives of South Philly 
1 Night only at 
Helium Comedy Club 
March 16tha " ' ’ ‘ 


1 PRICE! 


PAID. 


JDetil'sSten 

Vz PRICED 
DRAFTS 

WEEKDAYS 5-7 PM 


No collect.. 

We buy everything! 

Call Jon at 215-805-8001 or 
e-mail dingol5ghotmail.com 

MAKE US AN OFFER 
WE CAN'T REFUSE SALE! 
FRANKINSTIEN BIKE WORX 
215-893-0415 
1 Si’IUTK NTKKKT 
BREAKAWAY FROM BOUTIQUE 
PRICES AND SERVICE' 

RoadHouse Radio 

Tune in Tuesdays 
103.3 FM from l-4pm 
www.WPRB.com 

50% OFF SPRING CLEANING 
$50 for SI 00 Worth of 
Home Cleaning Services 
from CENTER CITY 
CLEANING LADIES 

We will clean your kitchen, 
ng and dining area, bedroom and 
bathroom without you lifting 

reliable cleaners who will spend 2 
to 3 hours in your home 
Services in CENTER CITY ONLY 
CALL 215-439-4719 

HOOKAH BAR/RESTAURANT 

HIDDEN CAFE 
328 SOUTH STREET 
(215) 413-2486 


android marketplace, or 1 

app world. Click the orange 
martini icon and get dr inkin g. 
No matter where you go or when 
“-id the nearest 


you go you con f 
happy hours to yi 


SILK CITY 

DINER - LOUNGE 


THIS WEEKEND 
3.1 1 - 3.13.11 
FRIDAY: 

PEX VS PLAY LOOP 

LEE MAYJAH3? S DJ EVERYDAY 
SATURDAY; 

DJ DEEJAY 

SUNDAY; 

SUNDAE NITE 

l)ls irr I0NFS & DIRTY 


Business coaching 

heljo you B"*“ J *“” 

ESI 


and do so with less 

naif-hour consultation 
- 215 806 8319 

Sexual Intelligence 

xuality Products, Lubricants, 
Fetish Equipment, 
Educational Resources 
SEXPLORATORIUM 


SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated Men 
18-39 - $150/Sample 

WWW.123DONATE.COM 

STUDY GUITAR W/ THE BEST 

All Styles All Levels. 
Former Berldeefaculty member. 
Masters Degree with 25 yrs. 
teaching experience. 

... ...» v.davidjf -' — 


Paul Espinoza 


Close to 200 'dottles 


215.831.8640' 

RECLAIMED TIMBER BENCHES 
ON STEEL LEGS 

Designed by local architect. 
Hand made with an elegant 
emphasis on detail to 
connections & materiality. 
Great for dining rooms, kitchor 
the foot of the bed or your gardi 

° r mqU 215 S 923Tl?5 Ure ' ** 


220 S. 17th Street 
(215)790-1799 
taveml 7(estauranicom 


HAPPY HOUR 

VERY GOOD 


5-7PM NIGHTLY 

- BEER LIST HAS GROWN 

TO Erie PROPORTIONS 

KITCHEN HAS... ADDED 

AN EXTRA BELL 

gx| ; 

S2 - CHEESEBURGER SLIDERS 

WITH TERHArS THE 
CITY'S BEST FRITES, 

IIP 

$3 - DRAFTS 

SOME STELLAR BEER- 
BATTERED FISH AND 

S4 - COCKTAIL 

VERY GOOD MUSSELS" 

J 

S5 - WINE 

Craig LoBan. Phlladdphla Inquirer, 

130 CHESTNUT SI 

s6 - SNOW CRABS (a » to*) 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 

RESERVATIONS ATI 












